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About OVO 

OVO is a collection of new works in the public 
domain edited by Trevor Blake. It is the continuation of a self- 
publishing project begun in 1979. The first issue of OVO was 
created in 1987 on an electric typewriter, published by 
photocopy and distributed by mail. Later editions used a 
Commodore 64 computer and an IBM XT computer. In 2004, 
all prior issues of OVO were re-published in digital form and 
released to the public domain on the Internet. Tens of 
thousands of pages of OVO have been distributed online. 
This issue of OVO was created on a personal computer with 
an AMD Duron Processor using Ubuntu Linux (Hedgehog) 

and Open Office v2.0. "At every turn in its thought, 

society finds us - waiting." 

Public Domain 

The person or persons who have associated 
their work with these documents (the "Dedicators") 
hereby dedicate the entire copyright in the works of 

authorship of OVO (the "Work") to the public 1 

domain. Dedicators make this dedication for the benefit of 
the public at large and to the detriment of the Dedicators' 
heirs and successors. Dedicators intend this dedication to be 
an overt act of relinquishment in perpetuity of all present and 
future rights under copyright law, whether vested or 
contingent, in the Work. Dedicators understand that such 
relinquishment of all rights includes the relinquishment of all 
rights to enforce (by lawsuit or otherwise) those copyrights in 
the Work. Dedicators recognize that, once placed in the 
public domain, the Work may be freely reproduced, 
distributed, transmitted, used, modified, built upon, or 
otherwise exploited by anyone for any purpose, commercial 
or non-commercial, and in any way, including by methods 
that have not yet been invented or conceived. By offering the 
Work to the public domain, the Dedicators represents and 
warrants that to the best of Dedicator's knowledge after 
reasonable inquiry that all rights in the Work necessary to 
grant the license rights hereunder and to permit the lawful 
exercise of the rights granted hereunder without the reader 




having any obligation to pay any royalties, compulsory 
license fees, residuals or any other payments have been 
secured, and that the Work does not infringe the copyright, 
trademark, publicity rights, common law rights or any other 
right of any third party or constitute defamation, invasion of 
privacy or other tortuous injury to any third party. Except as 
expressly stated in this license or otherwise agreed in writing 
or required by applicable law, the Work is licensed on an as- 
is basis, without warranties of any kind, either express or 
implied including, without limitation, any warranties regarding 
the contents or accuracy of the work. 

Availability 

OVO is always available free of charge on 
the Internet at the location listed above. Printed or 
digital versions of OVO may be available for free or 
for a charge from the postal address listed above, or 
from other sources. The Internet and postal 
addresses listed above are the only source for 

' original editions of OVO. Copies of OVO from any 

other source may or may not have been edited by the 
distributors. If the reader is concerned with obtaining the 
most accurate edition of the work of the editor and 
contributors, please consult the above Internet and postal 
addresses on a regular basis. New issues of OVO are 
published on an irregular basis. 

Contributors 

OVO is not responsible for the return or 
acknowledgment of unsolicited correspondences that is not 
accompanied with a self-addressed stamped envelope. New 
issues of OVO are always in production: consult the Internet 
or postal address listed above for more details. To send e- 
mail to Trevor Blake, write down your e-mail address and 
send it to the above postal address. Your e-mail address will 
be added to the list of approved addresses. If your e-mail 
address is not added to the list of approved addresses your 
e-mail is automatically deleted and no record of it arriving 
exists. Contributors to OVO are not necessarily responsible 



for or in agreement with OVO. 

Privacy Statement 

This privacy statement covers OVO. This privacy 
statement will address the following topics: what personally 
identifiable information this publication collects; what 
personally identifiable information third parties collect 
through the publication; what organization collects the 
information; how the owner of this publication uses the 
information; with whom the owner of this publication may 
share user information; what choices are available to users 
regarding collection, use and distribution of the information; 
what types of security procedures are in place to protect the 
loss, misuse or alteration of information under the owner of 
this publications' control; and how users can correct any 
inaccuracies in the information. 

This publication may collect information from its 
users at several different points. For instance, we request 
information from the user should the user order goods or 
services. A user must provide contact information (such as 
name, email, and shipping address) and financial information 
(such as credit card number, expiration date). This 
information is used for billing purposes and to fill customer's 
orders. If OVO has trouble processing an order, the 
information is used to contact the user. Also, OVO uses log 
files. This includes Internet protocol (IP) addresses, browser 
type, Internet service provider (ISP), referring/exit pages, 
platform type, date/time stamp, and number of clicks to 
analyze trends, administer the publication, track user's 
movement in the aggregate, and gather broad demographic 
information for aggregate use. IP addresses, etc. are not 
linked to personally identifiable information. 

OVO does not collect or store information through 
cookies, clear gifs, third parties or by other means to create a 
profile of our users. No profile of stored information is kept on 
individual users that details their viewing preferences. OVO 
does not share any user information connected with this 
publication with other third parties. Specifically, OVO does 
not share any e-mail or other correspondence to this 
publication, in part or whole, with any third parties; OVO 
does not share any log information, in part or whole, with any 
third parties. 

Though OVO makes every effort to preserve user 
privacy, OVO may need to disclose personal information 
when required by law wherein OVO has a good-faith belief 
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that such action is necessary to comply with a current judicial 
proceeding, a court order or legal process served on OVO. 

In the event this publication goes through a transition 
of ownership, such as the death of the editor, users' personal 
information will, in most instances, be part of the assets 
transferred. 

OVO contains links to other publications. Please be 
aware that OVO is not responsible for the content or privacy 
practices of such other publications. OVO encourages users 
to read the privacy statements of every publication visited 
that collects personally identifiable information. This privacy 
statement applies solely to information collected by OVO. 

Please keep in mind that voluntarily disclosed 
personal information can be collected and used by others 
online. By posting personal information online that is publicly 
accessible, the reader may receive unsolicited messages 
from other parties in return. OVO cannot be held responsible 
for the action of these third parties. 

OVO takes every precaution to protect users' 
information. When users submit sensitive information to 
OVO, their information is protected both online and off-line. 

While OVO uses available means to protect sensitive 
information online, OVO also does everything in our power to 
protect user-information off-line. All users' information, not 
just the sensitive information mentioned above, is restricted 
in the office of OVO. Furthermore, OVO keeps up-to-date on 
security and privacy practices. Finally, the servers that store 
personally identifiable information are in a secure 
environment to the best of our ability to confirm. 

If OVO decides to change this privacy policy, OVO 
will post those changes to this page so users are always 
aware of what information is collected, how it is used, and 
under what circumstances, if any, it is disclosed. 

By use of OVO the reader indicates that the reader 
has read and understood this disclaimer. While Trevor Blake 
and the contributors to OVO make every effort to present 
accurate information, no guarantees are offered for this 
service. Errors may yet exist in transcription, data may be 
accidentally corrupted, interruptions of access due to 
computer and network problems may occur, incomparability 
with this data and other computers may happen, and other 
problems not listed here may lessen anyone's ability to use 
OVO. Therefore, neither Trevor Blake nor any other 
contributor to OVO will be held liable for any damages or cost 
incurred in the use of OVO. OVO is offered 'as-is.' 
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Introduction 
by Trevor Blake 

OUTLAW CHRISTIANITY! DEATH TO ALL CHRISTIANS! 



The above does not reflect the intention of 
OVO, and in fact stands opposite to it. The above is 
provided to feed the presuppositions of those who 
will not actually read this issue of OVO. Any review 
of this issue that quotes the above is likely to have 
been written by someone who never read beyond 
them to learn what OVO actually states. This issue 
of OVO has a purpose, but likelihood that it will be 
misrepresented is great enough that a clear 
statement of what the purpose is not is in order. 

OVO does not advocate the criminalization of 
Christianity. Existing criminal law suffices to 
address what is harmful, and law is among the least 
appropriate means of addressing what is merely 
mistaken. Christians deserve equal sanction from 
the law, and voluntary and informed activities 
among consenting adults (including religion) should 
not be outlawed. 

OVO does not advocate the murder of 
Christians except in self-defense. Because of the 
potential for legal error, capital punishment is unjust 
in all cases. War and murder are immoral in all 
cases except in self-defense. Except in self- 
defense, it is always immoral to kill (including killing 
Christians). 

OVO does not advocate the replacement of 
the Christian God with another God, a Goddess, a 
pantheon of deities, nature worship, or similar 
substitution. OVO does not advocate worship, be 
it of the Christian God or any other. To any reader 
who uses OVO to build up their own superstition: 
your faith is equally contemptable. 

OVO does not criticize Christianity because it 
does not understand it. Many years research went 
into this issue, and along the way 
misunderstandings of Christianity (whether in its 



favor or against it) were abandoned. OVO criticizes 
Christianity not because it does not understand it, 
but because it is worthy of criticism. 

OVO does not criticize Christianity because 
the editor had a traumatic experience with 
Christianity. The editor had a generally positive 
experience with Christianity while growing up and 
has Christian friends today. It is a silent admission 
of defeat that Christians use this psychological, 
secular explanation for why someone might criticize 
their superstition. The editor came to reject 
Christianity the old fashioned way: by reading the 
Bible. 

OVO is not critical of Christianity because the 
editor is possessed by Satan, demons or evil spirits. 
Such ghosts have never existed. 

OVO does not criticize Christianity because it 
is a socialist publication. OVO is not a socialist 
publication. 

OVO does not criticize Christianity because 
Christianity is false. Christianity is false, but that is 
not in itself sufficient reason to advocate that it 
wither away. There are many non-fiction books, 
films, plays, poems and recordings that are also 
false but serve to inspire humanity. But these false 
stories do not claim to be true, are not taught to 
impressionable children as true, and are not used to 
support legislation that meddles in the affairs of 
non-Christians. No one is arguing that the epics of 
Homer be taught as history; no one is legislating 
that Aesop's fables be posted in courtrooms. These 
stories, though false, serve to inspire those who 
seek them out and are rightly preserved. It is the 
secular power of Christianity that is the problem, not 
merely its falsehood. Christianity does not attempt 
to identify and lessen its falsehoods: it revels in 



them as 'tests of faith. 1 Christianity is holding back are secure when challenged and (hopefully) willing 

science and art, culture and philosophy, tools that to admit error. Those who hold unconsidered 

actually can and actually have improved humanity's beliefs, who repeat what they have been told without 

lot in an indifferent Universe. deliberation, are more likely to confuse who they are 

OVO does not criticize Christianity because it with what they believe. Christianity, like all religions, 

is a good religion perverted to bad ends. It is much encourages strong belief but also encourages a lack 

more the case that a few good people (Dr. Martin of consideration. Posturing, bullying and 
Luther King Jr, perhaps) have perverted stubbornness are substitutes for 

the bad religion of Christianity to good consideration of belief among most 

ends. All the good done in the name of J~k^ Christians. 

Christianity could and does occur through (Z ^ OVO does not criticize Christianity 

entirely secular means. What remains | i because its claims contradict the evidence 

distinctly Christian if such duplication of IJ of our senses, science, history, 

labor is removed? Threats of eternal archeology, astronomy, mathematics, 

damnation, denial of the pleasures and common sense and the like. It is true that 

wonders of this short life, confusion and Christianity is incompatible with all of 

deception. When Christianity has these, but science progresses by way of 

supported individual rights it has done so challenges to all our claims. If Christianity 

only after a 'revelation' that (a) goes against its own challenges the evidence of our senses, all the 

history and (b) miraculously is in harmony with better: let the challenges be considered and 

contemporary public opinion. For example, many considered again. If the Bible contradicts science, 

Christians opposed slavery in the United States; but science can be tested to see if the Bible has a better 

many more supported slavery and did so for much explanation for reality. Where the Bible holds true, 

longer. Even today the Bible contains many the Bible holds true. Where the Bible is found to be 

passages supporting slavery and not one passage false, it should either be re-written or re-classified as 

condemning it. Christianity is a slave religion, a folk tales. Resolving contradictions between the 

misogynist religion, a queer-killing religion, a Bible and the evidence of our senses can be of 

nonsense religion, but good people keep twisting value to us all, and so the contradictions between 

their bad faith to good ends. Wouldn't it be better to the Bible and the evidence of our senses are not in 

just do good deed without wasted efforts to placate themselves worthy of criticism. Internal 

an invisible monster that lives in the sky? contradictions in the Bible, and holding on to 

OVO does not criticize Christianity to criticize falsehood when falsehood has been identified, are 

individual Christians. It is often the case that an worthy of the greatest of criticisms, 
attack on a person's unconsidered beliefs is OVO does not criticize Christianity as an 

perceived as an attack on their person. If a person's argument for atheism. The editor is preparing an 

beliefs are profoundly unconsidered, to merely state argument for atheism that is distinct from this 

that one holds differing beliefs is perceived as an argument against Christianity, 
attack. For example, Christians who see other OVO does not criticize Christianity because 

superstitions get equal time in the eyes of the law Jesus Christ was a good person whose followers 

sometimes complain that their freedom of religion is have gone astray, or because we do not have the 

under attack. Those who hold considered beliefs secret teachings of Jesus, or because Jesus was a 



complex person with both good and bad qualities. 
Jesus never existed. 

In 1991, the editor published A Call to 
Heresy on a BBS in Knoxville, Tennessee USA. 
The document found its way onto BBS around the 
world as well as other formats, including an Internet 
domain in Hong Kong and a CD-ROM public domain 
texts published by Palm Computers. Various 
editions of the text can be found on the Internet 
today. Some of the research done for that text has 
found a new home here in OVO Antichrist. 

This issue of OVO quotes extensively from 
the Bible. Some Christians say that it is an error to 
overly attend to what the Bible says, and instead 
one should rely on the Bible as inspiration rather 
than fact. But the Bible itself makes claims of 
perfection, and so taking it at its word in claims of 
perfection are as justified as any other perspective; 
perhaps more justified than some 'inspired' 
interpretations. If any interpretation of the Bible is 
as good as any other, then Christians in no way can 
distance themselves from the worst among them. 
Having failed to amend the contradictions, atrocities 
and absurdities in the Bible with over two thousand 
years to do so, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
Bible is considered factual among Christians. Some 
Christians (called Dominionists or Fundamentalists 
or Conservatives or the Christian Right) are explicit 
in their claim that the Bible is factual, while the rest 
hold it to be factual but requiring 'interpretation' 
(often by way of asking the reader to simply ignore 
the inconvenient parts of the Bible). 

But this issue of OVO does not limit itself to 
criticisms of the Bible. The Roman Catholic Church 
claims a history pre-dating the Bible. Martin Luther, 
founder of Protestant Christianity, wrote inspired 
texts. The Church of Jesus Christ Latter-Day Saints 
and the Watchtower Society claim to have Christian 
revelations in modern times. All of these Christians 
are well deserving of criticism and contempt. 

There are a set number of responses offered 



by Christians when confronted with their own 
beliefs. The first and most common is to be told that 
these Bible verses have been taken out of context. 
It is claimed that the verses surrounding these 
quotes give them a meaning other than their 
apparent meaning. If this is the case it will be easy 
to demonstrate; full citations for each quote are 
given throughout. The reader is encouraged to read 
the Bible. There is no more sure path to rejecting 
Christianity than understanding it. Some claim that 
the contexts of the times change how we should 
understand the Bible. But does the Bible say it is 
relevant only until the time of Job (the last time God 
speaks directly to humanity), or does it claim to be 
relevant to all times? Some claim that one 
translation of the Bible offers a more accurate 
account than another, but existing fragmentary early 
Christian texts contain their own contradictions, 
atrocities and absurdities. 

The second common reply made by 
Christians when confronted with their own beliefs is 
that the Bible, God, Jesus and the rest are not to be 
understood by reason in the way math or science is. 
Christianity is to be understood by faith, by the 
heart, by the spirit, by the soul. Therefore any 
apparent contradictions, atrocities or absurdities 
should be ignored because those are all 'reason' 
and not 'faith.' But there is no 'alternative to reason' 
as faith is said to be. One can hope, one can wish, 
one can pretend and ignore, one can scream or run 
away or kill one's critics, but none of these are 
alternatives to reason. Even if there were an 
alternative to reason, how is the 'feeling' that 
Christianity is true (and all other religions false) 
different from the 'feeling' that Islam is true (and all 
other religions are false)? Why is it that Christian 
'feelings' are so regional - does God not inspire 
such 'feelings' everywhere equally? Why don't 
children have that 'feeling' until an adult tells them to 
say they do, and why do adults spend so much 
effort making sure that 'feeling' is planted in 



children? 

All religions claim to be the only true religion. 
Even the ecumenical religions claim to be the only 
true religion, by claiming that the non-ecumenical 
religions are false. But since all religions contradict 
each other at most only one can be the only true 
religion. Since all religions by definition put 
themselves outside what can be demonstrated as 
true, it would be unjust to establish any religion as 
secular law because the likelihood of error would be 
too great. Suppose Mithrism became the law of the 
United States when actually it was Ah Pook that was 
the real living God? Those countries that have a 
legal assumption of atheism serve freedom the 
most. At times this has been the case in the United 
States, where OVO originates. Christianity 
threatens the legal presupposition of atheism in the 
USA, and therefore this issue of OVO. Christianity 
is the superstition behind the US support of Israel, 
the war in Iraq, lack of access to Plan B and a 
vaccine for two strains of cancer-causing HPV, the 
removal of science from public education, the 
ongoing imprisonment of the West Memphis Three 
(among others), blue laws, laws forbidding atheists 
from holding elected office and more. Reform from 
within should occur in Christianity. Civil discourse 
should occur between Christians and non- 
Christians. But should Christianity elect to ignore 
the opportunities of positive reinforcement, let it 
learn the sting of negative reinforcement. OVO is 
not reforming Christianity from within, nor a civil 
discourse. It is an attack - using only Christianity's 
own beliefs as weapons. When Mithrism or the 
faithful of Ah Pook establish their superstition as law 
in the USA, they will be equally worthy of criticism. 
Readers in countries where Islam or Judaism are 
the majority superstition are encouraged to make 



similar efforts. 

This issue of OVO advocates the withering 
away of Christianity through reason and scorn. 
Reason alone withers Christianity to a hostile party 
guest that has long overstayed his welcome; scorn 
provide us with laughter and satisfaction as we 
show him to the door. Perhaps reason alone, or 
reason and compassion, might be a more noble 
endeavor. But any belief that cannot withstand a 
little mockery is perhaps not worth holding in the 
first place. 

Subject religious organizations to the same 
requirements as secular non-profit organizations: 
demonstrate they perform a quantifiable public good 
to receive tax-exempt status. Do not donate any 
funds, labor or resources to Christian organizations: 
there are secular equivalents to any Christian 
organization for those who seek to aid others. Do 
not vote for politicians who make their Christianity a 
part of their platform. Oppose 'faith based' funding 
and theocratic laws. Learn more about Christianity 
than the Christians themselves. Confront Christians 
with their own claims and history. 

OVO is fortunate to originate in the United 
States, where Christianity (and other superstitions) 
may be legally practiced and criticized. The United 
Kingdom, Holland, Sweden, Italy, Turkey, Norway, 
Canada and other countries forbid criticism of 
religion as a form of 'hate crime,' while China, North 
Korea and other countries forbid religion as a form 
of 'thought crime.' In the United States religion may 
be both practiced and criticized - for now. If 
Christianity continues to become the state religion of 
the United States, this may not be the case much 
longer. 

OVO is a tool kit to disabuse the reader of 
Christianity. 
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Pi 

by Trevor Blake 



Does the Bible claim that Pi equals 3? 

Pi is the 16 th letter of the Greek alphabet. It 
is also the symbol for the ratio between the circum 
ference of a circle and the diameter of a circle. Di 
ameter is the distance from one side of a circle to 
the other side of a circle. Circumference is the dis 
tance around the outside of a circle. If you multiply 
the diameter of a circle by the square of pi, you get 
the circumference. And if you divide the circumfer 
ence of a circle by the square of pi, you get the di 
ameter. This formula is called Archimedes' Con 
stant, named after Archimedes (who lived from circa 
287 BCE to 212 BCE). Archimedes' Constant is a 
simple equation, but there is a catch; pi is not a fi 
nite and rational number such as "2" or "4." The first 
sixty four digits of pi are 3.14159 26535 89793 
23846 26433 83279 50288 41971 69399 37510 
58209 74944 592... and it just keeps going from 
there! So far, no one has demonstrated that there is 
a limit to how large a number pi is or that there is a 
pattern to the numbers in pi. Pi may be infinite! 

You can 'see infinity' any time you want by 
measuring a circle's diameter and then its circumfer 
ence. Get a round plate and some string (the plate 
has to be round and the string should not stretch 
when pulled). Lay the string across the plate from 
one side to the other, so that the string crosses over 
the middle of the plate. Mark the string at the point 
where it is the same diameter of the plate. Now 
take that length of string, multiply it by three, and 
wrap it around the outside of the plate. Three times 
the diameter will be pretty close to the circumfer 
ence, but not exactly. You have just used some sim 
pie tools to explore the relationship between diame 
ter and circumference. Try it with any circle of any 
size; it always works! Maybe you don't need to 



measure pi to sixty four (or a billion) digits, but you 
should now feel confident in stating that pi is not a fi 
nite, single-digit number. You should feel confident 
saying that because common sense, the evidence 
of your senses, and as many tests as you want to 
perform will confirm it every time. It works whether 
you measure in inches, centimeters, or even if you 
make up your own 'plate units.' 

Oddly enough, there are some people in the 
world who do not believe pi is 3.14159 26535... (and 
so on). They believe that pi equals three. Who be 
lieves that? Christians believe pi equals three. The 
Christians use a book named the Bible as the foun 
dation for their beliefs, and the Bible says pi equals 
three. Not all Christians have the same interpreta 
tion of the Bible, and some of them disagree quite 
strongly about how it should be interpreted. But all 
of them, every one, use the Bible. 

Long ago, the Christian Bible says, a man 
named King Solomon built a temple. He hired a 
man named Hiram to work on the temple. Hiram 
made all sorts of additions to the temple, including a 
sculpture described as a 'molten sea.' The molten 
sea was apparently some sort of large, round con 
tainer of liquid. It was measured in cubits, which is 
theoretically the distance between the elbow and the 
middle finger of an adult male. The construction 
work of King Solomon and the work Hiram did for 
King Solomon is described twice in the Bible. The 
first time in a section of the Bible called '1 Kings' 
(written about 586 BCE) and the second time in a 
section called '2 Chronicles' (written about 450 - 400 
BCE). Both times the Bible uses the same words to 
describe the molten sea. Here's what the Christian 
Bible has to say about pi... 



And he made a molten sea, ten cu 
bits from the one brim to the other: it was 
round all about, and his height was five cu 
bits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass 
it round about. 1 Kings 7:23 

Also he made a molten sea of ten 
cubits from brim to brim, round in com 
pass, and five cubits the height thereof; 
and a line of thirty cubits did compass it 
round about. 2 Chronicles 4:2 

The Bible says that a circle ten cubits in di 
ameter measured thirty cubits in cir 
cumference. The Bible does not say 
that the molten sea was close to a cir 
cle, but that it was a circle. It does not 
say that it was close to ten cubits from 
brim to brim, or that it was close to thir 
ty cubits round about, but that it was 
ten cubits from brim to brim and it was 
thirty cubits round about. The Bible 

gives these measurements once and 

then gives them again, using the same measure 
ments both times. There is no way to say the Bible 
meant something other than pi equals three. Chris 
tians have been presented with these measure 
ments for thousands of years, and Christians have 
known about Archimedes' Constant for thousands of 
years. Even if you give Christians a few hundred 
years between when Kings and Chronicles were 
written and the discovery of Archimedes' Constant, 
the Christians have known for thousands of years 
that the measurements of the molten sea are mis 
taken. Knowing that pi does not equal three doesn't 
require modern complex mathematics or equipment: 
a piece of string will do. At any point over the past 
two thousand years, Christians could have decided 
to follow common sense, the evidence of their sens 
es, and simple tests to change the Bible to make it 
match real life. But they never have. Why don't the 




Christians change the Bible? 

Because Christians believe that the Bible is 
not wrong. Christians believe the Bible is right. Not 
just close to right, or only right sometimes, but right 
all the time and in every way. Right in a way that no 
human can be right, but right in a supernatural, di 
vine way. Christians believe that God inspired the 
people who wrote the Bible; since God cannot make 
mistakes and since God knows everything, every 
thing in the Bible is correct. The Bible is correct 
about the past, the present and the future: it is eter 
nally true. How do they know the Bible is inspired 
by God and eternally true? Because the Bible tells 
them so! Read for yourself where the 
Bible tells Christians that it is a book 
authored by God and eternally true: 
Numbers 23:19; 1 Samuel.15:29; 
Ezekiel 24:14; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17; 
Exodus 12:14, 17, 24; Leviticus 
23:14,21,31; Psalms 119:151-2, 160; 
John 1:1,14, 8:58,10:30-31,10:38-39, 
16:30, 20:28, 21 :17; Colossians 2:2-3, 

2:8-9; Acts 5:29; Titus 2:13; Phillipians 

2:6; Hebrews 1:8; Revelations 1:17, 
22:13. And there are others, many others, that say 
the same. 

Some Christians believe that one of the char 
acters in the Bible, Jesus Christ, made changes to 
one part (the Old Testament, where Kings and 
Chronicles are found) by his appearance in another 
part (the New Testament). But here's what Jesus 
himself had to say about that... 

Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or tittle shall nowise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 
5:18-19 

It is easier for heaven and earth to 



pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. Luke 
16:17 

Jesus said that every part of the Old Testament was 
just as true and eternal as the New Testament. So 
there you have it. The Bible says, and Jesus con 
firms, that pi equals three. It doesn't matter if you 
measured something different with your plate and 
string; pi equals three. What a silly, stubborn thing 
for Christians to keep in their Bible when common 
sense, the evidence of our senses, and simple tests 
will demonstrate that it is not true. Why do Chris 
tians keep this easily-corrected falsehood in the 
Bible? Would it really change the ethics, morals and 
values of the Bible to make this small change? Why 
don't they come clean in this least important of 
ways? Because for a Christian to admit that there 
is even one error in the Bible would mean that the 
Bible is not the eternally true work of God. And 
since all Christians, every one, use the Bible, it 
would mean that their religion is based on false 
hoods. 




Something new in 



The little Christian mistakes such as pi 
equals three don't matter much in the day-to-day 
world; Christianity would not collapse if that one 
small change was made. But if that one small 
change was made, then it would be an admission 
that the Bible is not the eternally true work of God. 
And that would lead to the collapse of Christianity. 
That is why Christians believe pi equals three. Be 
cause to admit otherwise would be to admit much, 
much more. It would be to admit that perhaps the 
ethics, morals and values of the Bible are not what 
they're cracked up to be. It would be to admit that 
it's not right to oppress women (Colossians 3:18), to 
own slaves (Hosea 3:2), to kill people just because 
they follow a different religion (Deuteronomy 6:15, 
13:6-10), to kill homosexuals (Romans 1:31-32), to 
kill children (Exodus 21:15, 17), to kill (Mark 7:9-13) 
and kill (Romans 5:9) and kill (Hebrews 10:28-29). 
Christianity has to preserve its little mistakes, such 
as pi equals three, so that it can perpetuate its big 
ger, uglier "mistakes." 
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Tired of being 
mortal? Wishing 
your life was 
super-special to 
an omniscient 
being? Read on! 



Wouldn't you like to live for- 
ever? Wouldn't you like to not 
be responsible for your actions 
because you have a magic 
"erase" button? 



With SALVATION, you can do 
anything you like and then an 
invisible monster that lives in 
the sky will make it all better 
after you die. 



FOLLOW 



TREVOR 
BLAKE'S 



(I've got 
,her now!) 

" ij\T 




Keep your mark's head 
spinning with a cycle of 
contradictory and 
meaningless answers to 
non-existent problems 
like "sin." Keep feeding 
them a line, keep taking 
their money and pride. 
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The Flat Earth 
by Trevor Blake 



Do Christians believe that the Earth is flat, that it does not move and that it rests on 
stone pillars? Do Christians believe that the flat Earth is somehow both shaped like a 
circle and has four corners? Do Christians believe that the sun and the moon orbit 
around the Earth, and that the sun can be stopped in its tracks - even made to go 
backwards? All of these claims are found in the Bible; do Christians believe in the 
Bible? If the Earth is roughly a sphere, as the evidence suggests, then it is not 
possible to observe all of its surface at the same time. Since the Earth is not 
transparent, it is also not possible for all those on its surface to directly observe the 
same sight at the same time. But if the Earth is flat, as claimed by the Bible, then 
everyone on its surface can be observed from a single vantage point and everyone on 
its surface can directly observe the same sight at the same time. The Bible claims all 
the Earth can be seen at once, a condition that could only occur if the Earth were flat. 
Modern science demonstrates that all claims of a flat, motionless Earth are false. But it 
doesn't take modern science to reach this conclusion. Eratosthenes reached the same 
conclusion by observing the shadow cast down two wells at noon in two locations - 
over two thousand years ago. The Bible is not worth the paper it is printed on when it 
comes to describing the real world we all live in. 



The Flat Earth Rests on a Foundation of Stone 

Pillars 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 
lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them 
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne 
of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, 
and he hath set the world upon them. 1 Samuel 
2:8 

Then the earth shook and trembled; the 
foundations of heaven moved and shook, because 
he was wroth. [...] And the channels of the sea ap 
peared, the foundations of the world were discov 
ered at the rebuking of the LORD, at the blast of the 
breath of his nostrils. 2 Samuel 22:8,16 

Fear before him, all the earth: the world also 
shall be stable, that it be not moved. 1 Chronicles 
16:30 

Which shaketh the earth out of her place, 



and the pillars thereof tremble. Job 9:6 

The pillars of heaven tremble and are as 
tonished at his reproof. Job 26:11 

Where wast thou when I laid the founda 
tions of the earth? declare, if thou hast under 
standing. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if 
thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon 
it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fas 
tened? or who laid the corner stone thereof. Job 
38:4-6 

Then the channels of waters were seen, and 
the foundations of the world were discovered at 
thy rebuke, 0 LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy 
nostrils. Psalms 18:15 

The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are 
dissolved: I bear up the pillars of it. Selah. Psalms 
75:3 

They know not, neither will they understand; 



they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of 
the earth are out of course. Psalms 82:5 

The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with 
majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, where 
with he hath girded himself: the world also is estab 
lished, that it cannot be moved. Psalms 93:1 

Say among the heathen that the LORD 
reigneth: the world also shall be established that it 
shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righ 
teously. Psalms 96:10 

Who laid the foundations of the 
earth, that it should not be removed 
forever. Psalms 104:5 

Thus saith the LORD; If heaven 
above can be measured, and the foun 
dations of the earth searched out be 
neath, I will also cast off all the seed of 
Israel for all that they have done, saith 
the LORD. Jeremiah 31:37 

Hear ye, 0 mountains, the 
LORD'S controversy, and ye strong 
foundations of the earth: for the 
LORD hath a controversy with his peo 
pie, and he will plead with Israel. Mic 
ah 6:2 

And, Thou, Lord, in the begin 
ning hast laid the foundation of the 
earth; and the heavens are the works 
of thine hands. Hebrews 1:10 

The Flat Earth is a Disc with Four Corners 

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gath 
er together the dispersed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth. Isaiah 11:12 

Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord 
GOD unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is 
come upon the four corners of the land. Ezekiel 
7:2 

And after these things I saw four angels 



standing on the four corners of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not 
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 
Revelation 7:1 

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshop 
pers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, 
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in. Isa 
iah 40:22 

Then was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors; 
and the wind carried them away, that 
no place was found for them: and the 
stone that smote the image became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth. Daniel 2:35 

The tree grew, and was strong, 
and the height thereof reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to the 
end of all the earth [...] The tree that 
thou sawest, which grew, and was 
strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the 
earth. Daniel 4:11, 20 

Again, the devil taketh him up 
into an exceeding high mountain, and 
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the 
i world, and the glory of them. Matthew 

4:8 

And the devil, taking him up into an high 
mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of 
the world in a moment of time. Luke 4:5 

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of him. Even so, Amen. Revelation 1 :7 

The Sun and Moon Orbit Around the Flat Earth, 




and Can be Stopped and Reversed in their Or 

bits 

Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day 
when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before 
the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Is 
rael, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood 
still, and the moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this 
written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood 
still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. Joshuah 10:12-13 



And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the LORD: 
and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, 
by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 2 
Kings 20:11 

Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the 
degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of 
Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned 
ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down. 
Isaiah 38:8 

The sun and moon stood still in their habi 
tation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at 
the shining of thy glittering spear. Habakkuk 3:11 
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Christianity, the Slave Religion 
Trevor Blake 



Leviticus 27:6 and Numbers 3:15-16 make it clear that God has no problem with the 
death of a fetus if the fetus is less than one month old. Hosea 13:16 even had God 
ordering pregnant women to be "ripped up." The Bible has some wiggle room when it 
comes to abortion, yet somehow the religion of the Bible, Christianity, holds that 
abortion is forbidden. Maybe the problem is Exodus 21:22-23, when God contradicts 
Himself and says if an unborn fetus is accidentally killed then the offending party 
should be punished. Jonathan and David have a homosexual relationship in 1 and 2 
Samuel, and David is favored by God. The Bible weighs in favorably when it comes to 
homosexuality, yet somehow the religion of the Bible, Christianity, holds that 
homosexuality is forbidden. Maybe the problem is Leviticus 20:13, when God 
contradicts Himself and says homosexuals are to be murdered. Fortunately, there are 
no contradictions in the Bible when it comes to slavery. The Bible is always and only in 
favor of slavery - no where in the Bible is slavery spoken against, outlawed, forbidden, 
condemned, or otherwise presented in a negative light. Christians should concede 
that God contradicts Himself regarding abortion and homosexuality. They should fight 
for their clearly stated, God-given right to own slaves. 



Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: the pow 
ers that be are ordained of God. - Romans 13:1 

Servants, obey in all things your masters ac 
cording to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as men 
pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God. - 
Colossians 3:22 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as 
supreme: or unto governors... - 1 Peter 2:13 

... Then said the Lord to me, Go ye, love a 
woman, beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress... so 
I bought her... - Hosea 3:1-2 

The Scribes and Pharises sit in Moses seat; 
all, therefore, whatsoever they bid you observe, that 
observe and do. - Matthew 23:2-3 

I councel thee to keep the king's command 
ment... whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel 
no evil thing. - Ecclesiastes 8:5 

Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants 



shall be unto his bretheren. - Genesis 9:25 

I will sell your sons and daughters into the 
hands of the children of Judah, and they shall sell 
them to the Sabeans, to a people afar off; for the 
Lord hath spoken it. - Joel 3:8 

He that is born in thy house, and he that is 
bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised. 
[...] And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that 
were born in his house, and all that were bought 
with his money ... and circumcised the flesh of their 
foreskin. [...] And all the men of his house, born in 
the house, and bought with money of the stranger, 
were circumcised. - Genesis 17:12-13, 23, 27 

Servants, be subject to your masters with all 
fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
toward. - 1 Peter 2:18 

Let as many servants as are under your yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that the 
name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. - 
1 Timothy 6:1 



Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trem 
bling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ. - 
Ephesians 6:5 

Exhort servants to be obedient unto their 
own masters, and to please them well in all things; 
not answering again; not purloining, but showing 
good fidelity; that they may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. - Titus 2:9 

If the priest buy any soul with 
his money... - Leviticus 22:11 

And if thy brother that dwelleth 
by thee be waxen poor, and be sold 
unto thee... - Leviticus 25:39 

And if a man smite his servant, 
or his maid, with a rod, and he die un 
der his hand; he shall be surely pun 
ished. Notwithstanding, if he continue 
a day or two, he shall not be pun 
ished: for he is his money. - Exodus 
21:20-21 

But every man's servant that is 
bought for money... - Exodus 12:44 

If thou buy an Hebrew servant, 
six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall 
go out free for nothing. If he came in by himself, he 
shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his 
wife shall go out with him. If his master has given 
him a wife, and she has born him sons or daugh 
ters; the wife and her children shall be her master's, 
and he shall go out by himself. And if the servant 
shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my 
children; I will not go free: Then his master shall 
bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to 
the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall 




bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve 
him for ever. - Exodus 21 :2-6 

And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or 
the eye of his maid, that it perish; he shall let him go 
free for his eye's sake. And if he smite out his 
manservant's tooth, or his maidservant's tooth; he 
shall let him go free for his tooth's sake. - Exodus 
21:26-27 

If a thief [...] have nothing, then 
he shall be sold for his theft. - Exo 
dus 22:2-3 

And if a man sell his daughter 
to be a maidservant, she shall not go 
out as the menservants do. - Exodus 
21:7 

Render unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar's... - Matthew 22:21 
For everyone that curseth his 
father or his mother shall be surely 
put to death. - Leviticus 20:9 

Both thy bondsmen, and thy 
bondsmaids, which thou shall have, 
shall be of the heathen that are round 
about you; of them shall ye buy 
bondsmen and bondsmaids. More 
over of the children of the strangers that do sojourn 
among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their fami 
lies that are with you, which they begat in your land: 
and they shall be your possession. And ye shall take 
them as an inheritance for your children after you, to 
inherit them for a possession... - Leviticus 25:44-45 

Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against 
Moses because of the Etheopean woman whom he 
had married, for he had married an Etheopian worn 
an. - Number 12:1 
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Unicorns, Dragons, God and Other Imaginary Monsters 
by Trevor Blake 



Christians hold that the Bible contains factual information about the natural world. But 
while the Bible says nothing at all about germs (an insight that would have proven the 
existence of some advanced thinker, maybe even God, and would have saved billions 
of lives), the Bible does go on about unicorns, dragons and other imaginary monsters. 

Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the or his head with fish spears? Lay thine hand upon 

cruel venom of asps. Deuteronomy 32:33 him, remember the battle, do no more. Behold, the 

Behold now behemoth, which I made with hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down 

thee; he eateth grass as an ox. Lo now, his strength even at the sight of him? None is so fierce that dare 



is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his bel 
ly. He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his 
stones are wrapped together. His bones are as 
strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of 
iron. He is the chief of the ways of God: he that 
made him can make his sword to approach unto 
him. Surely the mountains bring him forth food, 
where all the beasts of the field play. He lieth under 
the shady trees, in the covert of the 
reed, and fens. The shady trees cover 
him with their shadow; the willows of 
the brook compass him about. Behold, 
he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not: 
he trusteth that he can draw up Jordan 
into his mouth. He taketh it with his 
eyes: his nose pierceth through snares. 
Job 40:15-24 

Canst thou draw out leviathan 
with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou 




stir him up: who then is able to stand before me? 
Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him? 
whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine. I 
will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his 
comely proportion. Who can discover the face of his 
garment? or who can come to him with his double 
bridle? Who can open the doors of his face? his 
teeth are terrible round about. His scales are his 
—i pride, shut up together as with a close 
seal. One is so near to another, that no 
air can come between them. They are 
joined one to another, they stick togeth 
er, that they cannot be sundered. By 
his sneezings a light doth shine, and 
his eyes are like the eyelids of the 
morning. Out of his mouth go burning 
lamps, and sparks of fire leap out. Out 
of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a 
seething pot or cauldron. His breath kindleth coals, 



lettest down? Canst thou put an hook into his nose? and a flame goeth out of his mouth. In his neck re 

maineth strength, and sorrow is turned into joy be 
fore him. The flakes of his flesh are joined together: 
they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved. 
His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a 
piece of the nether millstone. When he raiseth up 
himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of break 
ings they purify themselves. The sword of him that 
layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor 



or bore his jaw through with a thorn? Will he make 
many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft 
words unto thee? Will he make a covenant with 
thee? wilt thou take him for a servant for ever? Wilt 
thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind 
him for thy maidens? Shall the companions make a 
banquet of him? shall they part him among the mer 
chants? Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons? 



the habergeon. He esteemeth iron as straw, and 
brass as rotten wood. The arrow cannot make him 
flee: sling stones are turned with him into stubble. 
Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the 
shaking of a spear. Sharp stones are under him: he 
spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire. He 
maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the 
sea like a pot of ointment. He maketh a path to 
shine after him; one would think the deep to be 
hoary. Upon earth there is not his like, who is made 
without fear. He beholdeth all high things: he is a 
king over all the children of pride. Job 41 : 1 -34 

Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast 
heard me from the horns of the unicorns. Psalms 
22:21 

He maketh them also to skip like a calf; 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. Psalms 
29:6 

And the sucking child shall play on the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice' den. Isaiah 11:8 

Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because 
the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out of 
the serpent's root shall come forth a cockatrice, 
and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent. Isaiah 



14:29 

The burden of the beasts of the south: into 
the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come 
the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying 
serpent, they will carry their riches upon the shoul 
ders of young asses, and their treasures upon the 
bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit 
them. Isaiah 30:6 

And the unicorns shall come down with 
them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land 
shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat 
with fatness. Isaiah 34:7 

And thorns shall come up in her palaces, 
nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it 
shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for 
owls. Isaiah 34:13 

The beast of the field shall honor me, the 
dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the 
wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to 
my people, my chosen. Isaiah 43:20 

They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the 
spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and 
that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. Isa 
iah 59:5 



Infallible and Eternal 
by Trevor Blake 



It never fails. Point out a contradiction, an atrocity or an absurdity in the Bible to a 
Christian and you will be told that you shouldn't be so literal, so legalistic; that the Bible 
is to be taken metaphorically; or through 'feelings;' or understood 'spiritually;' or you 
should remember to take the Bible 'in context' of the time it was written. They will even 
quote the Bible to prove one should not quote from the Bible. But what does the Bible 
itself has to say on the subject? Does the Bible claim it is the occasionally true word of 
a sometimes correct God that applies when we feel like it? Or does the Bible claim 
that it is the perfect and eternal word of an unchanging, all-knowing God who is worthy 
of worship? 



The Law of God is Eternal 

God is not a man that he should lie; neither 
the son of a man that he should repent. Numbers 
23:19 

The Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: 
for he is not a man, that he should repent. 1 Samuel 
15:29 

I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to 
pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I 
spare, neither will I repent. Ezekial 24:14 

For I am the Lord, I change not. Malachi 3:6 

With whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. James 1 :17 

It shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations. Leviticus 23:14,21,31 

Thou art near, 0 LORD; and all thy 
commandments are truth. Concerning thy 
testimonies, I have known of old that thou hast 
founded them for ever. Psalms 119:151-2 

Thy word is true from the beginning: and 
every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for 
ever. Psalms 119:160 

Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or tittle 
shall nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven. 



Matthew 5:18-19 

It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than 
one tittle of the law to fail. Luke 16:17 

Now are we sure that thou knowest all things. 
John 16:30 

Lord, thou knowest all things. John 21 :17 

Of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3 

We ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 

5:29 

God's Law (Old Testament) is Jesus' Law (New 
Testament) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 

And the Word was made flesh [Jesus], and 
dwelt among us. John 1:14 

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Before Abraham was, I am. John 8:58 

I [Jesus] and my Father are one. John 10:30 

The Father is in me, and I [Jesus] in him. 
John 10:38 

And Thomas answered and said unto Him 
[Jesus], My Lord and my God. John 20:28 

For in Him [Jesus] dwelleth all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily. Colossians 2:9 

Looking for that blessed hope, and the 



glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13 



Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God. Philippians 2:6 



Fear not; I am the first and the last. 
Revelation 1:17 



I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last. Revelation 22:13 




Women in the Bible 
by Trevor Blake 



A question for the ladies in the audience... suppose you were asked if you would like to 
live in a country in which you could be bought, sold, traded and owned, where you 
would be required to be submissive to the wishes of any man, where the word "woman" 
was itself an insult, and where guilt in a rape case was based on whether or not the 
woman who was raped yelled loud enough. Would you like to live in a country like 
that? If not, then you should be equally horrified with the thought of being a Christian. 
The imaginary country described in this introduction is the world that the Bible wants 
women to live in everywhere. And don't think that Jesus wasn't aware of and in support 
of these rules - see what He had to say Himself. 



Do Christians view women as slaves to be 
bought, sold, traded and owned? 

And seest among the captives a beautiful 
woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou 
wouldst have her to thy wife; Then thou shalt bring 
her home to thine house, and she shall shave her 
head, and pare her nails; And she shall put the rai 
ment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain 
in thine house, and bewail her father and her mother 
a full month: and after that thou shalt go in unto her, 
and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife. 
Deuteronomy 21:11-13 

If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which 
is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with 
her, and they be found; Then the man that lay with 
her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels 
of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he 
hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his 
days. Deuteronomy 22:28-29 

So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of 
silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half 
homer of barley. Hosea 3:2 

See also: Genesis 19:8, 29:24, 29 / Exodus 
20:17, 21:7, 8/ Deuteronomy 5:21, 25:5/ Judges 
1:12-13, 5:30, 14:1-3, 15:2, 19:22-30, 21:7, 10-12, 
14, 20-21, 23/ Ruth 4:10/1 Samuel 25:44/ 2 



Samuel 12:11, 13:1-22, 20:3/ Esther 1:7-22, 2:2-4/ 
Jeremiah 6:12, 8:10 

Do Christians believe women must be submis 
sive to men? 

Let your women keep silence in the church 
es: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under obedience as 
also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a 
shame for women to speak in the church. 1 
Corinthians 14:34-35 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church: and he is the Saviour of the body. 
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let 
the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 
Ephesians 5:22-24 

In like manner also, that women adorn them 
selves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety; not with braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or 
costly array; But (which becometh women profess 
ing godliness) with good works. Let the woman 
learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not 
a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 



man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first 
formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 
Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, 
if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with 
sobriety. 1 Timothy 2:9-15 

But I would have you know, that the head of 
every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is 
the man; and the head of Christ is God. 1 Corinthi 
ans 11:3 

But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth 
with her head uncovered dishonoreth her head: for 
that is even all one as if she were shaven. For if the 
woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it 
be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let 
her be covered. For a man indeed ought not to cov 
er his head, for asmuch as he is the image and glo 
ry of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. 
For the man is not of the woman: but the woman of 
the man. Neither was the man created for the 
woman; but the woman for the man. For this 
cause ought the woman to have power on her head 
because of the angels. 1 Corinthians 11:5-10 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Colossians 3:18 

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your 
own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the conversa 
tion of the wives; While they behold your chaste 
conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let 
it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 
But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price. For after this manner in the old time the 
holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection unto their own 

i 



husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling 
him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do 
well, and are not afraid with any amazement. Like 
wise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 1 
Peter 3:1-7 

See also: Numbers 30:3-16 / Deuteronomy 

22:5 

Do Christians consider it an insult to be called a 
woman? 

Isaiah 19:16 / Jeremiah 50:37 / Nahum 3:13 

Do Christians say if a woman doesn't yell 
enough when being raped she should be killed? 

If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto 
an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie 
with her; Then ye shall bring them both out unto the 
gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones 
that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, 
being in the city; and the man, because he hath 
humbled his neighbor's wife: so thou shalt put away 
evil from among you. Deuteronomy 22:23-24 

Does Jesus Support the Laws of the Old Testa 

ment? 

Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or tittle 
shall nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven. Mark 
5:18-19 

It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than 
one tittle of the law to fail. Luke 16:17 



ovo 




Ruggero Maggi: Untitled 



God Hates Fags 
by Trevor Blake 

As much as the Metropolitan Community Church and other apologists want to 
disagree, Reverend Fred Phelps of the Westboro Baptist Church is correct when he 
claims God hates fags. The Bible is clear enough that with the exception of David and 
Johnathan (1 and 2 Samuel), all homosexuals are to be killed. Not by God, not by the 
death that comes to us all, but by the hands of Christians. If you are a Christian, you 
are personally required by the Bible to kill homosexuals. If you are a Christian 
homosexual, you need to understand that your religion wants you dead. God said it, 
Jesus confirmed it, and that settles it. Maybe Christianity isn't so fabulous after all. 

"Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with worn 
ankind: it is abomination." Leviticus 18:22 

"If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a 
woman, both of them have committed an abomina 
tion: they shall surely be put to death; their blood 
shall be upon them." Leviticus 20:13 

"The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth 
unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's 
garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the 
LORD thy God." Deuteronomy 22:5 

"There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, 
nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel." Deuteronomy 
23:17 




"And there were also sodomites in the land: and 
they did according to all the abominations of the na 
tions which the LORD cast out before the children of 
Israel." 1 Kings 14:24 

"And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the 
LORD, as did David his father. And he took away 
the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the 
idols that his fathers had made." 1 Kings 15:11-12 

"And the remnant of the sodomites, which remained 



in the days of his father Asa, he took out of the 
land." 1 Kings 22:46 

"And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, 
that were by the house of the LORD, where the 
women wove hangings for the grove." 2 Kings 23:7 

"The shew of their countenance doth witness 
against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, 
they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have 
rewarded evil unto themselves." Isaiah 3:9 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile affec 
tions: for even their women did change the natural 
use into that which is against nature: And likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust one toward another; men with 
men working that which is unseemly, and receiving 
in themselves that recompence of their error which 
was meet. [...] who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in 
them that do them." Romans 1 :26-32 



Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither forni 
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God." 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10 

"Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities 
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to 
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set 
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire." Jude 1:7 

[Jesus said] Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
tittle shall nowise pass from the law, till all be ful 
filled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 5:18,19 

[Jesus said] It is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. Luke 16:17 





OVO 



Biblical lllnumeracy 
by Trevor Blake 

The venus fly trap closes around its pray only when two of its triggers are touched; one 
trigger alone does not close the trap. In a sense, this plant can count. Some dogs and 
birds can be taught how to count. Children are able to count at a very early age. It 
seems that everyone can count except God, at least as far as the Bible is concerned. 
If the Bible is irredeemably incorrect in these relatively trivial matters, can the perfect 
Christian God really exist? And is the Bible a worthy guide for more complex issues 
such as morals and history when the author(s) clearly cannot even count the number of 
names in a list they just wrote? If these examples of Biblical lllnumeracy are as wrong 
as they appear to be, why aren't they corrected? 

36*29 

"And the uttermost cities of the tribe of the children 
of Judah toward the coast of Edom southward were 
Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagur, and Kinah, and Di 
monah, and Adadah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and 
Ithnan, Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth, and Hazor, 
Hadattah, and Kerioth, and Hezron, which is Hazor, 
Amam, and Shema, and Moladah, and Hazargad 
dah, and Heshmon, and Bethpalet, and Hazarshual, 
and Beersheba, and Bizjothjah, Baalah, and lim, 
and Azem, and Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah, 
and Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sansannah, and 
Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon: all the 
cities are twenty and nine, with their villages." 

Joshua 15:21-32 




15*14 

"And in the valley, Eshtaol, and Zoreah, and Ash 
nah, and Zanoah, and Engannim, Tappuah, and 
Enam, Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah, 
and Sharaim, and Adithaim, and Gederah, and 
Gederothaim; fourteen cities with their villages." 

Joshua 15:33-36 



14*13 

And they had in their inheritance Beersheba, and 
Sheba, and Moladah, and Hazarshual, and Balah, 



and Azem, and Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hormah, 
and Ziklag, and Bethmarcaboth, and Hazarsusah, 
and Bethlebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen cities and 
their villages." 

Joshua 19:2-6 

31.4*30 

"And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one 
brim to the other: it was round all about, and his 
height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did 
compass it round about." 

1 Kings 7:23 

5*6 

"And the sons of Shemaiah; Hattush, and Igeal, and 
Bariah, and Neariah, and Shaphat, six." 

1 Chronicles 3:22 

8*5 

And the sons of Pedaiah were, Zerubbabel, and 
Shimei: and the sons of Zerubbabel; Meshullam, 
and Hananiah, and Shelomith their sister: and 
Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, 
Jushabhesed, five." 

1 Chronicles 3:19-20 



5*6 

"Of Jeduthun: the sons of Jeduthun; Gedaliah, and 
Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, 
under the hands of their father Jeduthun, who 
prophesied with a harp, to give thanks and to praise 
the LORD." 

1 Chronicles 25:3 

31.4*30 

"Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits from brim 
to brim, round in compass, and five cubits the height 
thereof; and a line of thirty cubits did compass it 
round about." 

2 Chronicles 4:2 

2,499 * 5,400 

"And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of 
gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives, thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a sec 
ond sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand. All the vessels of gold and of silver were 
five thousand and four hundred. All these did 
Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that 
were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem." 

Ezra 1:9-11 



SALVATION 



Shall I tell you 
how to enjoy 
eternal life? 



Yesterday you 
said i 
saved through 
our works! 



Okay, now I am saved 
through grace. Thank 





OVO 



The Ten Commandments(s) 
by Trevor Blake 



Christians consider "The Ten Commandments" a moral guide, one that should be 
displayed at tax-payer expense in public places. But do the thing no Christian ever 
does - read the Bible - and you will see that following the Ten Commandments is not 
only immoral but impossible. Not even Jesus could do it! 



Many people, Christian or not, know the story 
of the Ten Commandments. God gives Moses the 
Ten Commandments on tables of stone, Moses 
brings the tables to his people but is shocked to find 
them worshiping a golden calf, Moses destroys the 
tables but God gives Moses another copy. Many 
people are familiar with this story, but that is not the 
story to be found in the Bible. The main difference 
between what many people know and what the 
Bible says is that the first table of the Ten Com 
mandments is not at all the same as the second ta 
ble of the Ten Commandments. 

The difference between the two is problemat 
ic because the Bible says they are not different, but 
the same. Exodus 20 lists the contents of the first 
table (called here the 'first Ten Commandments'). 
Exodus 34 lists the contents of the second table 
(called here the 'second Ten Commandments'). 
Compare these two 'Ten Commandments' - are 
they the same? According to the Bible, they should 
be. Exodus 34:1 claims the second 'Ten Command 
ments' contains "the words that were on the first." 
The first and second 'Ten Commandments' are 
quoted here at length. Commandments are indicat 
ed with numbers in brackets (for example, [#1]). 

The First Ten Commandments' 

And God spake all these words, say 
ing, I am the LORD thy God, which 
have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me. [#2] Thou 



shalt not make unto thee any graven im 
age, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth be 
neath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; And shewing mercy unto thou 
sands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. [#3] Thou shalt not take 
the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain. [#4] Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the 
LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates: For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath 
day, and hallowed it. [#5] Honour thy fa 
ther and thy mother: that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee. [#6] Thou shalt not kill. 
[#7] Thou shalt not commit adultery. [#8] 



Thou shalt not steal. [#9] Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
[#10] Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidser 
vant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is thy neighbour's. Exodus 20:1-17 

The Second Ten Commandments' 

[#1]For thou shalt worship no other god: 
for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God: Lest thou make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land, and they 
go a whoring after their gods, and do sac 
rifice unto their gods, and one call thee, 
and thou eat of his sacrifice; And thou 
take of their daughters unto thy sons, and 
their daughters go a whoring after their 
gods, and make thy sons go a whoring af 
ter their gods. [#2] Thou shalt make thee 
no molten gods. [#3] The feast of unleav 
ened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days 
thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I com 
manded thee, in the time of the month 
Abib: for in the month Abib thou earnest 
out from Egypt. [#4] All that openeth the 
matrix is mine; and every firstling among 
thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is 
male. But the firstling of an ass thou shalt 
redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem 
him not, then shalt thou break his neck. All 
the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. 
And none shall appear before me empty. 
[#5] Six days thou shalt work, but on the 
seventh day thou shalt rest: in earing time 
and in harvest thou shalt rest. [#6] And 
thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of 
the first fruits of wheat harvest, and the 
feast of ingathering at the year's end. 
Thrice in the year shall all your menchil 



dren appear before the LORD God, the 
God of Israel. For I will cast out the na 
tions before thee, and enlarge thy borders: 
neither shall any man desire thy land, 
when thou shalt go up to appear before 
the LORD thy God thrice in the year. [#7] 
Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacri 
fice with leaven; [#8] neither shall the sac 
rifice of the feast of the passover be left 
unto the morning. [#9] The first of the first 
fruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the 
house of the LORD thy God. [#10] Thou 
shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 
And the LORD said unto Moses, Write 
thou these words: for after the tenor of 
these words I have made a covenant with 
thee and with Israel. Exodus 34:14-27 

What is a Christian to do? Should they peti 
tion for schools and courthouses to post the divine 
admonishment against seething a kid in his mother's 
milk? Should they claim that the United States was 
founded on the principle of not leaving the sacrifice 
of the feast of the passover until the next morning? 
The Bible claims the (second) "Ten Command 
ments" are the tables that served as God's final 
word, the tables that Moses actually gave to the Is 
raelites. Christians seem to know better than God, 
and they prefer the first 'Ten Commandments' to the 
second. Christians never talk about the real (sec 
ond) 'Ten Commandments.' 

Christians also never talk about what the 
penalties are for violating the (first) "Ten Command 
ments." But the Bible is not silent on the issue. The 
penalty for violating much of the (first) "Ten Com 
mandments" is death. Not eventual death, which we 
all get, but death at the hands of Christians. The 
'Ten Commandments' are immoral. 

[#1 & #2] He that sacrificed unto any 
god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be 



utterly destroyed. Exodus 22:20. If thy broth 
er, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy 
daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy 
friend, which is of thine own soul, entice 
thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve 
other gods, which thou hast not known, 
thou, nor thy fathers; Thou shalt not con 
sent unto him, nor hearken unto him; nei 
ther shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt 
thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him: 
But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand 
shall be first upon him to put him to death, 
and afterwards the hand of all the people. 
Thou shalt stone him with stones, that he 
die; because he hath sought to thrust thee 
away from the Lord thy God. Deuteronomy 
14:6-10. And hath gone and served other 
gods, and worshipped them, either the 
sun, or moon, or any of the host of heav 
ens, which I have not commanded. Then 
shalt thou bring forth that man or that 
woman, which have committed that wicked 
thing and shalt stone them with stones, till 
they die. Deuteronomy 17:1-5. 

[#3] And he that blasphemeth the 
name of the LORD, he shall surely be put 
to death, and all the congregation shall 
certainly stone him: as well the stranger, 
as he that is born in the land, when he 
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall 
be put to death. Leviticus 24:16 

[#4] Six days may work be done; but 
in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy 
to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in 
the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to 
death. Exodus 31:15. And while the children 
of Israel were in the wilderness, they found 
a man that gathered sticks upon the Sab 
bath day. . .And all the congregation 
brought him without the camp, and stoned 



him with stones, and he died; as the Lord 
commanded Moses. Numbers 15:32. 

[#5] And he that smiteth his father, or 
his mother, shall be surely put to death. Ex 
odus 21 :15. For every one that curseth his 
father or his mother shall be surely put to 
death. Leviticus 20:9. 

[#6] He that smiteth a man, so that he 
die, shall be surely put to death. Exodus 
21:12 

[#7] And the man that committeth 
adultery with another man's wife, even he 
that committeth adultery with his neigh 
bour's wife, the adulterer and the adulter 
ess shall surely be put to death. Leviticus 
20:10 

[#8] If a man be found stealing any of 
his brethren of the children of Israel, and 
maketh merchandise of him, or selleth 
him; then that thief shall die. Deuteronomy 
24:7. 

What did Jesus Christ say about the 'Ten 
Commandments?' In Matthew 19:17, Jesus says: 
"But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command 
ments." Upon hearing this, someone asked Jesus 
which of the commandments were to be kept. Je 
sus replied: "[#6] Thou shalt do no murder, [#7] 
Thou shalt not commit adultery, [#8] Thou shalt not 
steal, [#9] Thou shalt not bear false witness, [#5] 
Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself." Note that the com 
mandment to love one's neighbor as oneself does 
not appear in either of the original 'Ten Command 
ments.' The account given in Mark 10 is largely the 
same: Jesus gives five out of the ten 'Ten Com 
mandments' and adds one new commandment. Je 
sus is said to have created this new commandment 
in John 13:34. But creating a new commandment is 
in direct violation of the commandments to not add 
to or take from God's commandments (Deuterono 



my 4:2, 12:34; Revelations 22:19). And so Jesus 
both tells others to keep the commandments and 
does not keep them Himself. Jesus sins against 
God. 

This is not the only time Jesus sins against 



sword (Luke 12:33, 22:36), and how many more ex 
amples does one need before it all starts to look a 
little foolish? 

Problems with the 'Ten Commandments' 
seem unending. Were they given to Moses on 



God. Luke 6:1-4 describes Jesus and His disciples Mount Sinai (Exodus 31:18, 34:4, 34:32; Leviticus 



stealing corn on the Sabbath, thus violating two 
commandments at once. John 7:8-10 describes Je 
sus telling a lie, saying He is not going 
to a feast and then going anyway. Je 
sus accuses God of forsaking Him (Je 
sus) in Matthew 27:46 - is this blasphe 
my from lips of the Son of God? Jesus 
dishonors His Own Mother by saying 
"Woman, what have I to do with thee?" 
(John 2:4). 

Perhaps Jesus was only follow 
ing the example of His Father in violat 
ing the 'Ten Commandments.' God or 
ders Moses to kill the faithful of another 
religion in Numbers 25:4,5 and Moses 
does just that. God also covets the 
cities of the Midianites and the 
Canaanites, so He orders Moses to kill 
all the men and take their land (Exodus 31 :1 -54, 
33:50-52), and again Moses does as he is told. 
God leads Moses to the murder of women and chil 
dren in Deuteronomy 2:34. God doesn't mind when 
Moses commits adultery in Exodus 2:21-22. All this 
occurs after God gives Moses the 'Ten Command 
ments.' 

There are many other commandments found 
in the Bible, indicated as divine by the phrase "so 
sayeth the LORD." The Bible commands Christians 
to take slaves (Leviticus 25:44-46), not eat shellfish 
(Leviticus 11:10-12), sacrifice animals (Numbers 
15:3, 14-15, 24), drink poison (Mark 16:17-18), sell 
everything they own and use the money to buy a 




26:46, 27:34: Nehemiah 9:13) or Mount Horeb (1 
Kings 8:9; 2 Chronicles 5:10; Malachi 4:4)? God 
commands us to not make graven im 
ages AND to make graven images (Ex 
odus 25:18; Numbers 21 :8). God com 
mands us to keep the Sabbath AND to 
not keep the Sabbath (Isaiah 1:13; 
Matthew 12:2; John 5:16; Romans 
14:5; Colossians 2:16). God com 
mands us to not commit adultery AND 
to commit adultery (Numbers 31 :18; 
Hosea 1:2, 3:1). God commands us 
not to steal AND to steal (Exodus 3:22, 
12:35-36; Ezekiel 39:10).God com 
mands us not to lie AND to lie 
(Joshuah 2:4-6; James 2:25; Exodus 

1:18-20; 1 Kings 22:21-22; 2 Kings 

8:10; 2 Corinthians 12:16). God com 
mands us not to covet AND to covet (1 Corinthians 
12:31, 14:39). 

To follow the (first) 'Ten Commandments' is to 
violate the (second) 'Ten Commandments.' To fol 
low either 'Ten Commandments' is to go against Je 
sus, who commands us to keep the commandments 
while also going against the commandments Him 
self. Neither Jesus nor God's chosen nor God Him 
self follow the 'Ten Commandments,' but death in 
this world at Christian hands and eternal damnation 
in the next is guaranteed for those who do not follow 
the 'Ten Commandments.' It simply isn't possible or 
desirable to use the 'Ten Commandments' as a 
guide for ethics or law. 



OVO 



God Demands Human Sacrifice 
by Trevor Blake 



No way, no way, nowhere in the Bible does it say that God demands human sacrifice. 
That's utterly false. You're just making stuff up because you're mad at God for not 
existing. What a lie! Nobody can take you seriously when you publish nonsense like 
that. Have you ever even read the Bible? Prove it, show me where it says God 
demands human sacrifice - you can't! Go on! Show me, show me where it says that! 



And He [God] said, Take now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land 
of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. - 
Genesis 22:2 

Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe 
fruits, and of thy liquors: the firstborn of thy sons 
shalt thou give unto Me [God]. Likewise shalt thou 
do with thine oxen, and with thy sheep: seven days 
it shall be with his dam; on the eighth day thou shalt 
give it Me. - Exodus 22:29-30 

No devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the 
LORD of all that he hath, both of man and beast... 
shall be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is 
most holy unto the LORD. None devoted, which 
shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but 
shall surely be put to death. - Leviticus 27:28-29 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the 
sum of the prey that was taken, both of man and of 
beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fa 
thers of the congregation: And divide the prey into 
two parts; between them that took the war upon 
them, who went out to battle, and between all the 
congregation: And levy a tribute unto the Lord of the 
men of war which went out to battle: one soul of five 
hundred, both of the persons, and of the beeves, 
and of the asses, and of the sheep: Take it of their 
half, and give it unto Eleazar the priest, for an heave 



offering of the LORD. - Numbers 31 :25-29 

And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the 
flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which the 
LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in 
the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall dis 
tress thee: So that the man that is tender among 
you, and very delicate, his eye shall be evil toward 
his brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and 
toward the remnant of his children which he shall 
leave: So that he will not give to any of them of the 
flesh of his children whom he shall eat: because he 
hath nothing left him in the siege, and in the strait 
ness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in 
all thy gates. The tender and delicate woman 
among you, which would not adventure to set the 
sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness 
and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the 
husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and to 
ward her daughter, and toward her young one that 
cometh out from between her feet, and toward her 
children which she shall bear: for she shall eat them 
for want of all things secretly in the siege and strait 
ness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in 
thy gates. If thou wilt not observe to do all the 
words of this law that are written in this book, that 
thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, 
THE LORD THY GOD; then the LORD will make thy 
plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, 
even great plagues, and of long continuance, and 
sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. More 



over He will bring upon thee all the diseases of 
Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall 
cleave unto thee. Also every sickness, and every 
plague, which is not written in the book of this law, 
them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be 
destroyed. And ye shall be left few in number, 
whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multi 
tude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of 
the LORD thy God. - Deuteronomy 28:53-62 

Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah... 
And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and 
said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into mine hands, Then it shall be, that what 
soever cometh forth of the doors of my house to 
meet me, when I return in peace from the children of 
Ammon, shall surely be the LORD'S, and I will offer 
it up for a burnt offering. So Jephthah passed over 
unto the children of Ammon to fight against them; 
and the LORD delivered them into his hands... And 
Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, be 
hold, his daughter came out to meet him with tim 
brels and with dances: and she was his only child... 
And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent 
his clothes, and said, alas, my daughter! thou hast 
brought me very low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto the 
LORD, and I cannot go back. And she said unto 
him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto 
the LORD, do to me according to that which hath 
proceeded out of thy mouth... And it came to pass at 
the end of two months, that she returned unto her 
father, who did with her according to his vow which 



he had vowed. - Judges 11:29-40 

Then there was a famine in the days of David three 
years, year after year; and David enquired of the 
LORD. And the LORD answered, It is for Saul, and 
for his bloody house, because he slew the 
Gibeonites... The king took the two sons of Rizpah 
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Ar 
moni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal 
the daughter of Saul... And he delivered them into 
the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them 
in the hill before the LORD... And after that God was 
intreated for the land. - 2 Samuel 21 : 1,8-9,14 

And he cried against the altar in the word of the 
LORD, and said, 0 altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; 
Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of 
David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer 
the priests of the high places that burn incense upon 
thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. - 1 
Kings 13:2 

And he slew all the priests of the high places that 
were there upon the altars, and burned men's bones 
upon them. - 2 Kings 23:20 

Wherefore I [God] gave them also statutes that were 
not good, and judgments whereby they should not 
live; And I polluted them in their own gifts, in that 
they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth 
the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the 
end that they might know that I am the LORD. - 
Ezekiel 20:25-26 
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The Secret Gospel of Mark 
by Trevor Blake 



Ask your preacher about the Secret Gospel of Mark this Sunday, won't you? 

Mark 10:46 states: "Then they come to Jericho. As He was leaving Jericho with His disciples..." 
This verse is puzzling: why mention that Jesus and His disciples went to Jericho and then left Jericho? 
Did something happen in Jericho that isn't mentioned in the modern Bible? A discovery made in 1958 
may provide the answer. 

In 1958, Morton Smith (a theology graduate student from Columbia University) went to the Mar 
Saba Monastery near Jerusalem to catalog their library. While he was there, Smith discovered a 
transcription of a letter written by Clement of Alexandria to "Theodore" laid into the back of the 1646 
edition of a book called Epistolae genuinae S. Ignatii Martyris. The letter claims that in earlier 
editions of Mark there was a passage that described what Jesus and His disciples did in Jericho. Here is 
the missing passage: 

"[Then they come to Jericho.] And they come into Bethany. And a certain woman 
whose brother had died was there. And, coming, she prostrated herself before Jesus 
and says to him, 'Son of David, have mercy on me. ' But the disciples rebuked her. And 
Jesus, being angered, went off with her into the garden where the tomb was, and 
straightway a great cry was heard from the tomb. And going near, Jesus rolled away 
the stone from the door of the tomb. And straightaway, going in where the youth was, 
he stretched forth his hand and raised him, seizing his hand. But the youth, looking 
upon him, loved him and began to beseech him that he might be with him. And going 
out of the tomb, they came into the house of the youth, for he was rich. And after six 
days Jesus told him what to do, and in the evening the youth comes to him, wearing a 
linen cloth over his naked body. And he remained with him that night, for Jesus taught 
him the mystery of the Kingdom of God. And thence, arising, he returned to the other 
side of the Jordan. [As He was leaving Jericho with His disciples... J' 

The Secret Gospel of Mark is missing from all modern versions of the Bible although it is as 
credible as any other work to be found there. But other accounts of God-sanctioned nudity remain. 
Another naked young man was with Jesus and the disciples when Jesus was arrested (Mark 14:51-52). 
Saul prophecies naked (1 Samuel 19:24), as does Isaiah (Isaiah 20:25) and Micah (Micah 1:8). 

Early Christianity clearly included a nude ritual of initiation; this is what Jesus means when He says 
we must be 'born again' (we are born naked). The world might be a different place indeed if Christians still 
considered observing the naked body sacred rather than a sin. 

I ovol 



Biblical Anti-Semitism 
by Trevor Blake 



Christianity often presents itself as "Jew 2.0" - a yummy chosen people treat with a 
messiah in every bite. But what does the Bible have to say about its parent supersti 
tion, Judaism? Kind of makes those 'Hitler was an atheist' arguments fall flat. 



[Jesus said:] But the children of the kingdom 
[the Jews] shall be cast out into outer darkness: 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. - 
Matthew 8:12 

[Jesus said:] Wherefore ye [the Jews] be wit 
nesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of 
them which killed the prophets. - Mathew 23:31 

Then answered all the people, and said, His 
[Jesus'] blood be on us [the Jews], and on our chil 
dren. - Mathew 27:25 

And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, 
and sought to slay him, because he had done these 
things on the sabbath day. [...] Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill him, because he not only had 
broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his 
Father, making himself equal with God. - John 
5:16,18 

After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: 
for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews 
sought to kill him. - John 7:1 

Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear 
of the Jews. - John 7:13 

[Jesus said: ]Ye [the Jews] are of your father 
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is 
a liar, and the father of it. - John 8:44 

His [Jesus'] disciples say unto him, Master, 
the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest 
thou thither again? - John 11 :8 

The Jews answered him, We have a law, and 
by our law he [Jesus] ought to die, because he 



made himself the Son of God. [...] And from thence 
forth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried 
out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Cae 
sar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king 
speaketh against Caesar. [...] And it was the prepa 
ration of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and 
he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! But they 
cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The 
chief priests answered, We have no king but Cae 
sar.-John 19:7, 12, 14-15 

Then the same day at evening, being the first 
day of the week, when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, 
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. - John 20:19 

But ye [the Jews] denied the Holy One and 
the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto 
you; And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. - 
Acts 3:14-15 

The God of our fathers [the Jews] raised up 
Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. - Acts 
5:30 

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as 
your fathers did, so do ye [the Jews]. Which of the 
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and 
they have slain them which shewed before of the 
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now 
the betrayers and murderers. - Acts 7:51-52 

But Saul increased the more in strength, and 
confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 



proving that this is very Christ. And after that many 
days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him. 
- Acts 9:22-23 

And we are witnesses of all things which he 
did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a tree. - Acts 10:39 

Now about that time Herod the king stretched 
forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he 
killed James the brother of John with the sword. 
And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he pro 
ceeded further to take Peter also. - Acts 12:1-3 

But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy, and spake against those things 
which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and bias 
pheming. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
and said, It was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye 
put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 



everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. [...] But 
the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable worn 
en, and the chief men of the city, and raised 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and ex 
pelled them out of their coasts. - Acts 13: 45-46, 50 

But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gen 
tiles, and made their minds evil affected against the 
brethren. - Acts 14:2 

But the Jews which believed not, moved with 
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the 
baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the 
city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, 
and sought to bring them out to the people. [...] But 
when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that 
the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, 
they came thither also, and stirred up the people.- 
Acts 17:5, 13 




Anonymous: Jew Abducts Christian Child. 
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The Twelve Apostles 
by Trevor Blake 

The Bible sure likes the number twelve: twelve sons of Jacob, twelve tribes of Israel, 
twelve golden dishes for the dedication of the alter, twelve baskets of bread, twelve 
Apostles, twelve stars on the woman's head, twelve gates and foundations of new 
Jerusalem, the tree of life bears twelve manner of fruit, and the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. What an amazing coincidence that the ancients also held that there were twelve 
signs of the zodiac. The Bible states clearly that there were more than twelve apostles, 
but echoes of astrology are what people remember about the apostles and twelve it is. 
After all, God made the stars "for signs" (Genesis 1:14), a star was the sign of Jesus' 
birth (Matthew 2:1-2), and Jesus condones the use of stars for divination (Luke 21:25). 



Who Were the Twelve Apostles? 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and An 
drew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, 
and Matthew the publican; James the son of Al 
phaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thad 
daeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed Him. - Matthew 10:2-4 

And He [Jesus] ordained twelve, that they 
should be with Him, and that He might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sickness 
es, and to cast out devils: and Simon He surnamed 
Peter; and James the son of Zebedee, and John the 
brother of James; and He surnamed them Boan 
erges, which is, the sons of thunder: and Andrew, 
and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite, and Judas 
Iscariot, which also betrayed Him: and they went 
into an house. - Mark 3:14-19 

No, Really, Who Were the Twelve Apostles? 

And when it was day, he called unto Him His 
disciples: and of them He chose twelve, whom also 
He named apostles; Simon, (whom he also named 
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, 




Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called 
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James, and Judas 
Iscariot, which also was the traitor. - Luke 6:13-16 

Wait, Say That Again, Who Were the Twelve 
Apostles? 

And when they were come in, they went up 
into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and 
James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Al 
phaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother 
of James. - Act 1:13 

Were there maybe Thirteen Apostles? 

Am I [Paul] not an apostle? - 1 Corinthians 

9:1 

How About Fourteen Apostles? 

Other of the apostles I saw none, save 



James the Lord's brother. - Galatians 1:19 

Do I Hear Fifteen? 

He was buried and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures: and that He 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve. - 1 Corinthi 
ans 15:4-5 

Could There Be Seventeen Apostles, Including a 
Woman? 

Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, 
and my fellow-prisoners, who are of note among the 
apostles, who also were in Christ before me. - Ro 
mans 16:7 

Should We Count Judas' Replacement? Make it 
Eighteen, Then. 

And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell 
upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles. - Acts 1 :26 



SALVATION 



Shall I tell you 
how to enjoy 
eternal life? 



Yesterday you 
said we are 
saved through 
grace! 
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Thirty Failed Prophecies in the Bible 
by Trevor Blake 



Imagine that you meet someone who offered you a magic pony a bag of candy and to 
be your best friend forever. The generous stranger promised thirty times they would do 
these things for you within your lifetime, and then disappeared. They never came back 
in your life, or the lives of your children, or your children's children, or any of your 
descendants for over two thousand years. Would it make sense to keep waiting for the 
generous stranger who made such amazing promises, or would you admit that he told 
a nice story but didn't deliver the goods? Jesus said thirty times that He would 
establish the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth within the lifetime of those who saw Him 
speak. Two thousand years later, Christians are still making excuses for their lying 
Messiah. 



The great day of the LORD is near, it is 
near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the 
day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bit 
terly. Zephaniah 1:14 

For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, 
it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And I will 
shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall 
come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
LORD of hosts. Haggai 2:6-8 

But when they persecute you in this city, flee 
ye into another: for verily I [Jesus] say unto you, Ye 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till 
the Son of man be come. Matthew 10:23 

Verily I [Jesus] say unto you, There be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 
Matthew 16:28 

Verily I [Jesus] say unto you, All these things 
shall come upon this generation. Matthew 23:36 

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all na 
tions; and then shall the end come. Matthew 
24:14 [Romans 10:18 states: But I say, Have they 
not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the 



earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.] 

Verily I [Jesus] say unto you, This genera 
tion shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 
Matthew 24:34 

Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: never 
theless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven. Matthew 26:64 

And he [Jesus] said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, That there be some of them that stand 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come with power. Mark 
9:1 

Verily I [Jesus] say unto you, that this gen 
eration shall not pass, till all these things be done. 
Mark 13:30 

And Jesus said, I am: and ye ["the high 
priest"] shall see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
Mark 14:62 

But I [Jesus] tell you of a truth, there be 
some standing here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the kingdom of God. Luke 9:27 

Verily, verily, I [Jesus] say unto you, the hour 
is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 



the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall 
live. John 5:25 

And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off 
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor 
of light. Romans 13:11-12 

But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it 
remaineth, that both they that have wives be as 
though they had none. 1 Corinthians 7:29 

Now all these things happened unto them for 
exsamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 1 
Corinthians 10:11 

Let your moderation be known unto all men. 
The Lord is at hand. Philippians 4:5 

For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. [...] Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:15, 17 

That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 2 
Thessalonians 2:2 

God, who at sundry times and in divers man 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds. Hebrews 1:1,2 

For then must he [Jesus] often have suffered 
since the foundation of the world: but now once in 
the end of the world hath he appeared to put away 



sin by the sacrifice of himself. Hebrews 9:26 

For yet a little while, and he [Jesus] that 
shall come will come, and will not tarry. Hebrews 
10:37 

Be ye also patient; establish your hearts: for 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. James 5:8 

Who [Jesus] verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you. 1 Peter 1 :20 

But the end of all things is at hand: be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 1 Peter 4:7 

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye 
have heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are 
there many Antichrists; whereby we know that it is 
the last time. 1 John 2:18 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. 1 John 3:2 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass; and he sent 
and signified it by his angel unto his servant John 
[...] Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
Revelation 1:1, 3 

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown [...] Behold, I 
come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the say 
ings of the prophecy of this book. Revelation 3:11, 
22:7,12 

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward 
is with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be. Revelation 22:12 



OVO 



Excerpts from The Jews and Their Lies 
by Martin Luther 



Protestant Christianity was founded by Martin Luther. What did Luther have to say 
about Jews ? Maybe Luther wasn 't such a great moral leader after all. The following 
are quotes from Luther's book The Jews and Their Lies (1543). 



I had made up my mind to write no more ei 
ther about the Jews or against them. But since I 
learned that these miserable and accursed people 
do not cease to lure to themselves even us, that is, 
the Christians, I have published this little book, so 
that I might be found among those who opposed 
such poisonous activities of the Jews who warned 
the Christians to be on their guard against them. I 
would not have believed that a Christian could be 
duped by the Jews into taking their exile and 
wretchedness upon himself. However, the devil is 
the god of the world, and wherever God's word is 
absent he has an easy task, not only with the weak 
but also with the strong. May God help us. Amen 

My essay, I hope, will furnish a Christian 
(who in any case has no desire to become a Jew) 
with enough material not only to defend himself 
against the blind, venomous Jews, but also to be 
come the foe of the Jews' malice, lying, and cursing, 
and to understand not only that their belief is false 
but that they are surely possessed by all devils. May 
Christ, our dear Lord, convert them mercifully and 
preserve us steadfastly and immovably in the knowl 
edge of him, which is eternal life. Amen. 

What shall we Christians do with this re 
jected and condemned people, the Jews? Since 
they live among us, we dare not tolerate their con 
duct, now that we are aware of their lying and revil 
ing and blaspheming. If we do, we become sharers 
in their lies, cursing and blasphemy. Thus we cannot 
extinguish the unquenchable fire of divine wrath, of 
which the prophets speak, nor can we convert the 



Jews. With prayer and the fear of God we must 
practice a sharp mercy to see whether we might 
save at least a few from the glowing flames. We 
dare not avenge ourselves. Vengeance a thousand 
times worse than we could wish them already has 
them by the throat. I shall give you my sincere ad 
vice: 

First to set fire to their synagogues or 
schools and to bury and cover with dirt whatev 
er will not burn, so that no man will ever again 
see a stone or cinder of them. This is to be done 
in honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so that 
God might see that we are Christians, and do not 
condone or knowingly tolerate such public lying, 
cursing, and blaspheming of his Son and of his 
Christians. For whatever we tolerated in the past un 
knowingly - and I myself was unaware of it - will be 
pardoned by God. But if we, now that we are in 
formed, were to protect and shield such a house for 
the Jews, existing right before our very nose, in 
which they lie about, blaspheme, curse, vilify, and 
defame Christ and us (as was heard above), it 
would be the same as if we were doing all this and 
even worse ourselves, as we very well know. 

Second, I advise that their houses also be 
razed and destroyed. For they pursue in them the 
same aims as in their synagogues. Instead they 
might be lodged under a roof or in a barn, like the 
gypsies. This will bring home to them that they are 
not masters in our country, as they boast, but that 
they are living in exile and in captivity, as they inces 
santly wail and lament about us before God. 



Third, I advise that all their prayer books them, and that all cash and treasure of silver 
and Talmudic writings, in which such idolatry, and gold be taken from them and put aside for 
lies, cursing and blasphemy are taught, be taken safekeeping. The reason for such a measure is 



from them. 

Fourth, I advise that 

their rabbis be forbidden to 
teach henceforth on pain of 
loss of life and limb. For they 
have justly forfeited the right to 
such an office by holding the 
poor Jews captive with the say 
ing of Moses (Deuteronomy 17 
[:10]) in which he commands 
them to obey their teachers on 
penalty of death, although 
Moses clearly adds: "what they 
teach you in accord with the law 
of the Lord." Those villains ig 
nore that. They wantonly 
employ the poor people's obedi 
ence contrary to the law of the 
Lord and infuse them with this 
poison, cursing, and blasphe 
my. In the same way the pope 

also held us captive with the 

declaration in Matthew 16 [:18], "You are Peter," etc, 
inducing us to believe all the lies and deceptions 
that issued from his devilish mind. He did not teach 
in accord with the word of God, and therefore he for 
feited the right to teach. 

Fifth, I advise that safe conduct on the 
highways be abolished completely for the Jews. 
For they have no business in the countryside, since 
they are not lords, officials, tradesmen, or the like. 
Let they stay at home. 

Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to 




that, as said above, they have no other means of 
earning a livelihood than usury, 
and by it they have stolen and 
robbed from us all they pos 
sess. Such money should now 
be used in no other way than 
the following: Whenever a Jew 
is sincerely converted, he 
should be handed one hundred, 
two hundred, or three hundred 
florins, as personal circum 
stances may suggest. With this 
he could set himself up in some 
occupation for the support of 
his poor wife and children, and 
the maintenance of the old or 
feeble. For such evil gains are 
cursed if they are not put to use 
with God's blessing in a good 
and worthy cause. 

Seventh, I commend 

putting a flail, an ax, a hoe, a 

spade, a distaff, or a spindle 
into the hands of young, strong Jews and Jew 
esses and letting them earn their bread in the 
sweat of their brow, as was imposed on the chil 
dren of Adam (Gen 3[:19]). For it is not fitting that 
they should let us accursed Goyim toil in the sweat 
of our faces while they, the holy people, idle away 
their time behind the stove, feasting and farting, and 
on top of all, boasting blasphemously of their lord 
ship over the Christians by means of our sweat. No, 
one should toss out these lazy rogues by the seat of 
their pants. 



OVO 



The Church of Jesus Christ Latter-Day Saints in Black and White 
by Trevor Blake 



Those Mormons sure are friendly. But are they friendly to all of God's children? The 
following quotations from Nephi, Jacob, and Alma are from the Book of Mormon. In 
modern editions of the Book of Mormon the word 'white' (skin) is often changed to 'pure' 
(character); the original text is quoted here. As the Book of Mormon is said to be 
inspired by God, dictated by angels and faithfully transcribed by Joseph Smith, any 
modern changes are less accurate than these original quotes. Joseph Smith, Brigham 
Young, Bruce McConkie, Mark Peterson and Orson Pratt were or are all leaders of the 
LDS. African-American men were not allowed to be clergy in the LDS until 1978, nor 
were African-American men allowed to lead LDS Boy Scout troops. Like the Mormon 
revelation that polygamy was not to be practiced on Earth (only in Heaven), the 
revelations to white-wash the Book of Mormon and allow African-American leadership 
came at exactly the same time as human discontent (and lawsuits) arose against them. 
What a miracle! 



And the angel said unto me: Behold these 
[Native Americans] shall dwindle in unbelief. And it 
came to pass that I beheld, after they had dwindled 
in unbelief they became a dark, and loathsome, 
and a filthy people, full of idleness and all manner 
of abominations. - 1 Nephi 22:23 

And I beheld the Spirit of the Lord, that it was 
upon the Gentiles, and they did prosper and obtain 
the land for their inheritance; and I beheld that they 
were white, and exceedingly fair and beautiful, like 
unto my people before they were slain. - 1 Nephi 
13:15 

And I beheld the Spirit of the Lord, that it was 
upon the Gentiles, and they did prosper and obtain 
the land for their inheritance; and I beheld that they 
were white, and exceedingly fair and beautiful, like 
unto my people before they were slain. And thus 
saith the Lord God: I will cause that they shall be 
loathsome unto thy people, save they shall repent 
of their iniquities. And cursed shall be the seed of 
him that mixeth with their seed; for they shall be 
cursed even with the same cursing. And the Lord 



spake it, and it was done. And because of their 
cursing which was upon them they did become an 
idle people, full of mischief and subtlety, and did 
seek in the wilderness for beasts of prey. - 2 Nephi 
5:21:24 

And then shall they [Native Americans] re 
joice; for they shall know that it is a blessing unto 
them from the hand of God; and their scales of dark 
ness shall begin to fall from their eyes; and many 
generations shall not pass away among them, save 
they shall be a white and delightsome people. - 2 
Nephi 30:6 

Behold, the Lamanites [Native Americans] 
your brethren, whom ye hate because of their filthi 
ness and the cursing which hath come upon their 
skins, are more righteous than you; for they have 
not forgotten the commandment of the Lord, which 
was given unto our father -- that they should have 
save it were one wife, and concubines they should 
have none, and there should not be whoredoms 
committed among them. [...] 0 my brethren, I fear 
that unless ye shall repent of your sins that their 
skins will be whiter than yours, when ye shall be 



brought with them before the throne of God. [...] that had been pronounced upon Cain was continued 
Wherefore, a commandment I give unto you, which through Ham's wife, as he had married a wife of that 



is the word of God, that ye revile no more against 
them because of the darkness of their skins; nei 
ther shall ye revile against them because of their 
filthiness; but ye shall remember your own filthi 
ness, and remember that their filthiness came be 

cause of their fathers. - Jacob 

3:5,8-9 

And the skins of the Laman 
ites were dark, according to the mark 
which was set upon their fathers, 
which was a curse upon them be 
cause of their transgression and 
their rebellion against their brethren, 
who consisted of Nephi, Jacob, and 
Joseph, and Sam, who were just 
and holy men. [...] And this was 
done that their seed might be distin 
guished from the seed of their 
brethren, that thereby the Lord God 
might preserve his people, that they might not mix 
and believe in incorrect traditions which would prove 
their destruction. [...] And it came to pass that 
whosoever did mingle his seed with that of the 
Lamanites did bring the same curse upon his seed. 
-Alma 3:6,9 

"Had I anything to do with the negro , I would 
confine them by strict law to their own species and 
put them on a national equalization." - Joseph Smith 

"Shall I tell you the law of God in regard to 
the African race? If the white man who belongs to 
the chosen seed mixes his blood with the seed of 
Cain, the penalty, under the law of God, is death on 
the spot. This will always be so." - Brigham Young 

"...after the flood we are told that the curse 




seed. And why did it pass through the flood? Be 
cause it was necessary that the devil should have a 
representation a upon a the earth as well as God.. " 

- John Taylor 

"The negroes are not equal with other races 
when the receipt of certain spiritual 
blessings are concerned [...] As a re 
suit of his rebellion, Cain was cursed 
with a dark skin; he became the fa 
ther of the negroes [...] Cain, Ham, 
and the whole negro race have 
[been] cursed with a black skin, the 
mark of Cain, so they can be identi 
fied as a caste apart, a people with 
whom the other descendants of 
Adam should not intermarry." - 
Bruce McConkie 

"At least in the cases of the 

Lamanites and the negroes we have 

the definite word of the Lord Himself that He placed 
a dark skin upon them as a curse - as a punishment 
and as a sign to all others. [...] If there is one drop 
of negro blood in my children, as I have read to you, 
they receive the curse, There isn't any argument, 
therefore, as to intermarriage with the Negro, is 
there? Now we are generous with the Negro. We 
are willing that the Negro have the highest kind of 
education. I would be willing to let every Negro drive 
a Cadillac if they could afford it." - Mark Peterson 
"The Lord has not kept them in store for five 
or six thousand years past, and kept them waiting 
for their bodies all this time to send them among the 
Hottentots, the African Negroes, the idolatrous Hin 
doos, or any other of the fallen nations of the earth." 

- Orson Pratt 



OVO 



The Watchtower Society and the End of Your World 
by Trevor Blake 



The Watchtower Society, also known as the Jehovah's Witnesses, have predicted the 
end of the world no less than five times. According to their founder Charles Taze 
Russell, their second President J. E. Rutherford, and their official magazines The 
Watchtower and Awake!, the world was to end in 1914. But 1914 came and went without 
the world ending. So the date changed to 1915. But 1915 came and went without the 
world ending. So the date changed to 1918. But 1918 came and went without the world 
ending. So the date changed to 1925. But 1925 came and went without the world 
ending. So the date changed to 1975. But 1975 came and went without the world 
ending. So they stopped making public predictions about the end of the world and 
purged members (nearly 30,000 in 1978 alone) who questioned these false prophecies. 
Making failed predictions is a sure way to look stupid, but looking stupid isn't so bad. 
Where the Watchtower Society really stands out is denying medical care for their 
children, based on fickle revelations from God to their leadership. Sometimes they ban 
medical procedures such as blood transfusions or organ transplants, sometimes they 
do not ban them - too bad if your child died while the ban was in effect. Maybe it 
wasn't the end of the world, just the end of your child, that the Jehovah's Witnesses 
were able to bring about. 



THE WORLD WILL END IN 1914 

"And, with the end of A.D. 1914, what God 
calls Babylon , and what men call Christendom, will 
have passed away, as is already shown from 
prophecy." Charles Taze Russell, Studies In The 
Scriptures, Vol. Ill 

"...we consider it an established truth that the 
final end of the kingdoms of this world, and the full 
establishment of the Kingdom of God, will be ac 
complished by the end of A.D. 1914" Charles Taze 
Russell, The Finished Mystery 

NO, WAIT, THE WORLD WILL END IN 1915 

"In the coming 26 years [1889+25], all 
present governments will be overthrown and dis 
solved." Charles Taze Russell, Studies in the 
Scriptures, Vol. II 

"The Gentile Times prove that the present 



governments must all be overthrown about the close 
of A.D. 1915." Charles Taze Russell, The Time Is 
At Hand 

NO, WAIT, THE WORLD WILL END IN 1918 

"...in the year 1918, when God destroys the 
churches wholesale and the church members by 
millions, it shall be that any that escape shall come 
to the works of Pastor Russell to learn the meaning 
of the downfall of Christianity." The Finished 
Mystery (1917 edition) 

NO, WAIT, THE WORLD WILL END IN 1925 

"...there will be a resurrection of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and other faithful ones of old ... we 
may expect 1925 to witness the return of these faith 
ful men of Israel from the condition of death, being 
resurrected and fully restored to perfect humanity 



and made the visible, legal representatives of the 
new order of things on earth.... Therefore we may 
confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of 
old, particularly those named by the Apostle in He 
brews 11, to the condition of human perfection." J.E. 
Rutherford, Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die. 

"Fulfilled prophecy shows beyond a doubt 
that (Christ) did appear in 1874. Fulfilled prophecy is 
otherwise designated the physical facts; and these 
facts are indisputable.. ..We understand that the ju 
bilee type began to count in 1575 B.C.; and the 
3,500 year period embracing the type must end in 
1925.. ..It follows, then, that the year 1925 will mark 
the beginning of the restoration of all things lost by 
Adam's disobedience." J.E. Rutherford, The 
Watchtower, November 1 1922 

"Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely settled 
by the scriptures. As to Noah, the Christian now has 
much more upon which to base his faith than Noah 
had upon which to base his faith in a coming del 
uge." The Watchtower, April 1 1923 

NO, WAIT, THE WORLD WILL END IN 1975 

"[...] according to reliable Bible chronology 
Adam was created in the year 4026 BCE, likely in 
the autumn of the year, at the end of the sixth day of 
creation." "According to reliable Bible chronology, 



Adam and Eve were created in 4026 BCE" Are we 
to assume from this study that the battle of Ar 
mageddon will be all over by the autumn of 1975, 
and the long-looked-for thousand-year reign of 
Christ will begin by then? Possibly, but we wait to 
see how closely the seventh thousand-year period 
of man's existence coincides with the sabbathlike 
thousand-year reign of Christ.. ..Our chronology, 
however, which is reasonably accurate (but admit 
tedly not infallible), at the best only points to the au 
tumn of 1975 as the end of 6,000 years of man's ex 
istence on earth." The Watchtower April 1, 1968; 
Awake October 8, 1968; The Watchtower Au 
gust 15, 1968. 

BLOOD TRANSFUSTIONS FORBIDDEN! 

Watchtower 1961 September 15 pp. 563-564 
Watchtower 1964 February 15 pp. 127-8 

BLOOD TRAN FUSIONS NOT FORBIDDEN! 

Watchtower 1964 November 15 pp. 680-3 
Watchtower 2000 June 15 p. 31 

ORGAN TRANSPLANT FORBIDDEN! 

Watchtower 1967 November 15 pp. 702-4 
Awake h%8 June 8 p. 21 

ORGAN TRANSPLANT NOT FORBIDDEN! 

Watchtower mo March 15 p. 31 



OVO 



Drafts of Some Christian Poems for Ira Cohen 
by Peter Lamborn Wilson 



i 

off to thebeiad what ho for the Fayyum 
& Egyptian solitude. This yearning 
for renunciation out-seduces other Lesser 
lusts & becomes our secret vice our 
coenobitic luxe. Our athletic 
asceticism is crypto-aestheticism 
our grottos 



Jesus is the juice of your genitalia 

your tears your underarm sweat 

et cetera music at best the sauce 

High Church Victoriana pompous as beeswax 

& ammonia. Appetite 

would never feed on itself if it could lick 

the dirt from your shoes. Real food 

is based on you like distant emanations 



coat our grotesque bodies in mother-of-pearl from the Platonic kitchen 



we grow a few herbs nudge nudge 
& every day wink wink a raven arrives 
with a loaf of "bread." The desert 
so monochromous to jaded urbanites 
offers auras & auroras to the 
anchroritic eye 

Our nothingness is a giant suck-hole 
that 

re-appropriates the world & our friends 
the devils 

Little Anthony & the Temptations 
we succumb to every one of them 
especially 

the succulent succubus of doke far 
niente 

which the worldly call prayer. 



Juice for Jesus 

You yourself are a kind of food 
of love & love a kind of spiritual 
cannibalism - & not so totally 
spiritual for those whose taste in love 
runs to precious bodily fluids. 



caviare 
champagne 

& other disguisting sacraments of the 

Libertine 

Gnostics 

They laughed at Yeats because he never 
missed 

the dinner bell at Colle no matter how 

entranced 

with swans. Fools 

the food of love is actually food. 



Everyone talks about negative capability 
but nobody ever does anything about it 
Every day 

we cram ourselves with juicy disasters 
planning 

later to dry out our heads with whiffs 
of some bodhisattva's farts 
or Art 

or ideology or shopping 
hoping 

to forget what the wise old elves always 



stage-whispered to me on the most 
radical afternoons 
of unreconstructed Summer 
Psst! hey kid 
come & eat clouds like us 
eat emptiness & feel the scintillating buzz 
the enticing somethingness of a rich 
long-ago nothingness that can hover in mid- 
air like a 
dragonfly 

or Jesus the water-bug. 
IV Twelve Steps to Hell 
1. 

Abraham & Eggs 
vaudeville duo advocating 
the meltdown of monotheism 
in a maelstrom sweet 
as treacle 

Breakfast of heretics 
shed for me 

blackpudding mushrooms kippers 
rashers of bacon & lashings of tea 
because it's not what enters the mouth 
that pollutes as the Borborites say 
or pale Carpucrateans with their sacrament 
of precious bodily fluids 
but what comes out of it 
language as puke 

2. 

The Sevenheaded Cobra demands 



immediate re-paganization of the 

Abrahamic Traditions 

or hostages will be shot 

out of circus cannons & bounce 

like swans in widespread nets 

with Theosophical warps 

& polymorphous wefts 

too complex for even the most advanced 

generation of military computers 

to map with any degree of inaccurate 

inaccessible mountain somewhere 

in the almost Martian landscape 

of Waziristan. 

3. 

Why should the Right monopolize 
mystic runes groovy grafitti 
skull-&-crossbones or the 
color black 

Ice shelves of Arctic unreason 
are melting melting 
leaving behind 

only a pair of red shoes such as 
vegetarian spirits like to sport 
hobgoblins haunting Europe 
with nastly recrudenscence 
of funkadelic thaumaturgy & 
illiterate syncretism 
the snakes cult to end all snake cults 
return of the never quite sufficiently 
repressed 

in the form of goat panic terror 

& shameless idolatry. 

ovo 



Good on You! An Atheist Table at Portland Community College 
by Trevor Blake 



Between April 11 and April 15 of 2004, I hosted an atheist table at Portland Community 
College in Portland, Oregon. This is an account of what I did, how I did it, and the re 
sponse I got to what I did. 



Getting the table was not difficult: I submitted 
the same paperwork that the religious groups on 
campus submit every other week of the year and my 
request was approved right away. I only asked for 
an hour a day for four days, due to my other school 
obligations. Most groups have their tables out all 
day for weeks on end. 

I spent about USD $40 printing some pam 
phlets I made. My pamphlets consisted of quotes 
from religious sources such as the Christian Bible 
and the Quran. The idea was that direct quotes 
from the source presented without comment would 
speak louder than any criticism I could offer. The 
quotes were gathered according to themes such as 
science, women, prophecies, etc. I also requested 
literature from atheist groups and several generous 
ly answered my request: Campus Freethought 
Alliance, Center for Inquiry, Council for Secular Hu 
manism, and United States Atheists. I decided to 
keep the effort 'ecumenical' in that I wasn't there 
representing any particular organization. By the end 
of the week I learned that the professionally pub 
lished literature is taken more readily than the 
home-made photocopies, and that everyone loves 
stickers. I decorated a second-hand tablecloth with 
the word ATHEIST in large, black letters - no miss 
ing this table, no missing what this table was about 
(or so I hoped). PCC specifically forbids collecting 
personal information on campus, so I didn't have a 
sign-up sheet as the Campus Freethought Alliance 
suggests. Nor did I primarily promote humanism 
rather than critique religion, as the CFA suggets. 
For this first effort on campus I want it to be clear 



that religion itself, not just particular groups or peo 
pie or claims, was not exempt from criticism. I also 
set up a simple Web page for those who wanted to 
get or share more information. 

Many people had questions about the atheist 
table. Some wanted to know if there was an official 
atheist club on campus, and what the club did. I 
said that there was not school-sponsored club be 
cause I knew that some students wouldn't feel 
comfortable if their student activities fee went toward 
such a club. PCC offers up to USD $500 per group 
per year. There are at least five or six religious 
clubs on campus at all times, and no limit to the 
number of clubs that could exist. Two people said 
'but the Christian groups don't hesitate in taking my 
money.' I said that was a decision that PCC and the 
Christian groups made, and suggested they take it 
up with PCC and the Christians if they disapproved. 
I said many times that while there was no club, we 
did have a Web page and that I hoped in the future 
to either bring in or be a guest speaker on atheism, 
religion, church/state issues, and the like. 

Some who stopped by the table had ques 
tions not about what I was offering but what I wasn't 
offering. Why not have a separation of church and 
state table instead of an atheist table? Why aren't 
there any pamphlets on creationism versus evolu 
tion? Why are there only pamphlets about 
Christianity and Islam, and not other religions? The 
general answer was that there was only so much I 
could do on this first attempt at an atheist table but 
all of these issues had relevant links and information 
at the Web site. 



Some people had philosophical questions 
such as why we are here, where the first life came 
from, what happens when we die, whether or not 
there was a spiritual world, and 'how do you live 1 
(which seemed to mean how can an atheist have 
ethics and a joy in living while remaining uncon 
vinced by claims of an afterlife). I replied that I have 
read several theories as to how the earliest life ap 
peared on Earth but I don't consider myself versed 
enough in science to have a deep understanding of 
the subject, so I didn't know for sure how life first 
formed. But I said it is more likely that there is a 
natural explanation than a supernatural one. Re 
garding 'how I live' I said I was not convinced by 
claims that there was an afterlife or a spiritual world 
or God. I said that people can have the purpose 
they give themselves, and that can be its own re 
ward. I have worked at a homeless shelter for many 
years, and I as an American Sign Language inter 
preter. I've taken classes on how to teach children 
with learning disabilities and how to be a better 
counselor. I am a member of Amnesty International 
and donate to charitable organizations. That's some 
of 'how I live' without God. 

A few people offered their unsolicited analy 
sis about why I was hosting an atheist table. They 
said I must have had a bad experience with religion, 
or I must have never read the Bible, or I must have 
never really read the Bible, or I must have never 
had someone explain the Bible to me in just the right 
way. I replied that I had an entirely positive religious 
experience growing up, and that part of my religious 
upbringing was being encouraged to read the Bible. 
I started reading it as a child, and I have read from it 
ever since. The more I read, the more problems I 
find. Is it possible that the right explanation from the 
right explainer will make it all true again? It is possi 
ble, but I think it is very unlikely this will happen. 
Some claim atheism is obviously false because it 
claims to have 'all the answers,' but I suggest it is 
religion that has a one-size-fits-all answer ('God did 



it') and it is atheism that keeps asking questions. 

People asked me what atheism was. I gave 
two answers: that atheism is what is left over when 
the claims of religion are found to be false, and that 
atheism is a rejection of the supernatural. The for 
mer explains why atheism is not 'just another 
religion,' the later explains what atheism is against. 
It might have been less confrontational to have a 
secular humanist table instead of an atheist table, 
but... I confess I enjoyed tweaking the noses of the 
religious on campus. The worst I can say about 
them is I don't believe their claims. Their holy books 
say I should be put to death (the Christians have 
Deuteronomy 13:6-10, the Muslims have Sura 
2:191). I think they can stand a little confrontation. 

I managed to distribute nearly all of the litera 
ture I had, but the experience wasn't only one of 
being a teacher. I also learned from the experience. 
I learned there was a uniformity in how non-Chris 
tians perceived Christians: without exception, non- 
Christians spoke of Christians as liars and bullies. I 
was asked seven times if I was 'serious,' if I was re 
ally an atheist. I was asked this more than anything 
else. The reason why people asked if I was 'seri 
ous' was they thought the table was a trick by 
Christian. Five times I was asked if any Christians 
had harassed me yet. Christians are clearly are not 
viewed favorably on campus outside of their own cir 
cle. Non-Christians see Christians as people prone 
to misrepresent themselves to 'win souls' and to 
abuse those who disagree with them. I hope Chris 
tians reading this do not use this as evidence they 
are a persecuted group; being disliked is not evi 
dence of being put down, and there may be entirely 
valid reasons for their being disliked. If anyone 
reading this who is not a Christian has thought in 
the past they were alone in mistrusting Christians, 
that they are in a critical minority, they might like to 
know that instead they are the majority. But it is a 
majority that has been deceived and bullied into si 
lence. 



The dislike and mistrust for Christians on 
campus was one thing I learned from hosting an 
atheist table. Another thing was how clearly divided 
Christians are in their behavior based on gender. Of 
those who identified themselves as Christians, wore 
Christian jewelry or carried Christian Bibles, the 
men and the women acted entirely differently. The 
Christian women both asked questions and gave 
answers. They spoke and listened to me and to oth 
er people at the table. The Christian men, however, 
were angry and condescending. I was told by the 
Christian men I 'must live an empty life,' that I 'didn't 
know what I was talking about,' that I 'should read 
the Bible before I quote from it,' and more. Men also 
tended to exhibit a 'rant and run' behavior - they 
would bark out a comment or a judgment, some 
times in the middle of my listening to someone else, 
then literally run away. Sticking around to hear 
anything I had to say in reply was not in the cards 
for these Christian men. It was a man who asked 
the confusing question 'Why are you pointing out all 
the things that are wrong in the Bible that are true 
anyway?' It was a man who said that asking Chris 
tians to defend their claims, as I did in my 
pamphlets, was saying Christians are stupid. If the 
bad reputation of Christians is based in experience, 
I suggest it is the experience of Christian men and 
not Christian women. No other categorization of 
Christians, such as age or ethnicity or clothing style, 
was apparent. 

A few Christians of both genders came to the 
table more than one day. And both a male and a fe 
male Christian gave the same reply to what turned 
out to be the most popular pamphlet I offered (see 
below). Regarding the fact that Jesus said that He 
would return and the world would end 'soon' (a 
'soon' that came and went two thousand years ago), 
they said that a day to God was like a thousand 
years and a thousand years was like a day. Al 
though one Christian mistakenly said this was a 
quote from Psalms, I found the quote in 2 Peter 3:8. 



The unknown author of 2 Peter references the letter 
of Jude, which was written around 80-100 CE. Thus 
the 1=1000 claim could only have been made after 
Jesus was already one or more generations late. In 
fact, the main point of 2 Peter Chapter 3 is to an 
swer those who were asking, all the way back then, 
why Jesus hadn't returned in their lifetimes as He 
had promised He would. People were asking if Je 
sus had lied (or been a lie) two thousand years ago. 
People are still asking today. But some aren't ask 
ing anything: they just accept that when you put God 
into the picture, you don't have to mean what you 
say or say what you mean. Jesus promised (thirty 
times or more!) to return within the lifetime of those 
who saw Him; He didn't, but His followers claim He 
said that, He never lied, He is coming back, and 
somehow at the same time He is coming back two 
thousand years ago. Might all this confusion con 
tribute to the perception that Christians are liars? 

Based on conversations, repeat visits, and 
other signs of apparent interest it seems that my 
pamphlet questioning Christian prophecy was the 
most popular. It is possible that the topics present 
ed in the pamphlets I offered were not the main 
reason people selected some and not others. Per 
haps they picked up what was closest to them, or 
what was the most colorful. For whatever reason, 
here are the topics covered and how many of each 
pamphlet were taken: 

Thirty Failed Prophecies: 28 

The Bible Condones Slavery and Racism: 20 

Women in the Bible: 16 

Antisemitism in the Bible: 14 

Papal-sanctioned Child Abuse: 10 

Antisemitism from Martin Luther: 9 

Fantastic Claims of Islam: 9 

God Hates Homosexuality: 8 

The Bible on the Origins of Life: 8 

The Bible on the Origins of the Earth: 6 



Only one person mentioned Islam at all (say 
ing he had seen a table for an Islamic group before). 
Although there is no small Islamic presence on cam 
pus, no Muslim identified themselves to me, sought 
to understand what I was doing or challenge my 
claims. Nor was any other religion defended during 
this week. Instructors at PCC seemed to neither 
stay away from nor come to the table: a few did 
some of each. It was only the Christians and those 
who have been cowed by the Christians who en 
gaged me. 

Some of those who came to the table were 
sympathetic but had concerns with atheism. One 
said 1 understand the importance of the separation 
of church and state, but when they start banning 
Christmas in public grade school that's going too 
far. 1 I suggested that because not all religious holi 
days enjoy the same investment of tax dollars that 
celebrating Christmas was an instance of govern 
ment establishment of religion and thus a violation 
of the First Amendment. One person said they liked 
what I was doing but 'most people think atheism 



means evil' (Devilishly, I said that's why I did it). 
Another said I was just pushing my faith on other 
people: I reminded him that he came up to me and 
started the conversation, and that disbelieving the 
claims of religion was not a matter of faith. 

A small number of people looked at the Web 
page. For all of four hours, there was a freethinker 
on campus that people could ask questions to and 
hear answers from. But what I value most out of the 
experience was the words of encouragement I got 
from the non-Christian majority who stopped by. 
Most of them appeared concerned about being seen 
talking to me but they each quietly said something 
nice. 'Thank you fordoing this!' 'I'm always trying to 
explain these things and it's hard, can I take two 
pamphlets?' 'It's good to see everyone get a 
chance, not just the religious groups.' 1 look forward 
to discussion with you.' 'This is great, I'm a recover 
ing Catholic' 'My boyfriend is an atheist.' 'This is 
interesting!' Three people gave me the 'thumbs up.' 
And my favorite vote of confidence: 'Good on you!' 



SALVATION Yesterday you 
^ -^^^^ said we are 



Nonsense! God \ Tell 
decided long I me 



Romans 8:29-30 says no 
matter what we do, God 



Okay, I II just keep my 
fingers crossed. Thank 



The Case Against Tax Exemption for Religious Organizations in 
Oregon 

by Trevor Blake 

This essay makes the case against tax exemption for religious organizations in Oregon. 
The amount of revenue lost as well as the harm caused by religious organizations is 
not compensated for by the social good they are alleged to provide (this alleged social 
good being the justification for their tax exempt status). 



Tax exemption for religious organizations in 
Oregon brings about three problems for Oregonians. 
First, there is no definition of religion to differentiate 
'real' religious organizations from 'fake' ones, thus 
making any decision for or against tax exemption on 
the part of the government arbitrary. Second, reli 
gious organizations are not compelled to make con 
tributions to their community that are comparable to 
the amount they are awarded in taxes breaks, nor is 
there any effort or means to hold them accountable 
for aiding the community. Third, the revenue needs 
of Oregon could be met by taxing religious organiza 
tions at only a fraction of the rate other organiza 
tions are taxed. 

It is helpful to delineate what is under discus 
sion in any argument. In this case, the topics under 
discussion are Oregon, taxes exemption and reli 
gion. Oregon is the state to the North of California 
and Nevada, to the South of Washington, to the 
West of Idaho and with a Western boundary of the 
Pacific Ocean. Tax exemption means that the agen 
cies in question are not compelled to pay taxes. 
The definitions for Oregon and tax exemption are 
easy to find, confirm, and understand. But the 
search for a definition of religion is doomed to fail 
ure. 

There is no legal definition of what a religion 
is, be it on the international level, the national level 
or the state level. Although many nations define re 
ligion as something deserving of political protection, 



there is no legal definition of what a religion is in in 
ternational law [1]. 

There is also no legal definition of what a reli 
gion is in United States law. The First Amendment 
of the Constitution states that "Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof." The Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 states that the religion of a US 
citizen cannot be used to deny them public accom 
modation, equal protection under the law, segrega 
tion in public education or college education, the 
right to vote, or employment [2]. While the Constitu 
tion and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 insure protec 
tion of religion, neither define what it is they are pro 
tecting. The United States has never offered a defi 
nition what a religion is, although it has offered a 
definition of what a religion is not. In Thomas vs. 
Review Board of the Indiana Employment Security 
Division, the Supreme Court determined that "reli 
gious beliefs need not be acceptable, logical, con 
sistent, or comprehensible to others in order to merit 
First Amendment protection [3]." In the eyes of the 
law, a religion is anything that declares itself a reli 
gion. 

There is no legal definition of what a religion 
is in Oregon law. ORS 128.620 (4) states a "reli 
gious organization means any organized church or 
group organized for the purpose of divine worship, 
religious teaching, or other directly ancillary purpos 
es [4]." ORS 307.140 states property owned or be 



ing purchased by religious organizations is exempt 
from taxation [5]. ORS 65.001 (39) states that a reli 
gious group "is designated a religious corporation by 
a statute or is organized primarily or exclusively for 
religious purposes." The Department of Revenues 
states that exemption from property tax is available 
for any religious group that has a constitution, by 
laws, or charter which states its mission and pur 
pose [6]. Religious organizations in Oregon are 
clearly given exemption from property tax, and are 
clearly expected to 'be religious.' But there is no le 
gal definition of what a religion is or how to 'be reli 
gious' in Oregon law. 

Whether it be international law, United States 
law or Oregon law, there is no legal definition of 
what a religion is. What if legal sanctions and prohi 
bitions for other issues were left similarly vague? 
For better and for worse, there are legal definitions 
to who is and is not a Native American; what is and 
is not an endangered species; which chemicals are 
and are not legal to ingest. If there were no defini 
tion of who is a Native American, anyone could col 
lect federal benefits reserved for Native Americans. 
If there were no definition of what an endangered 
species is, any species could be declared no longer 
endangered and hunted to extinction. If there were 
no definition of who is authorized to sell morphine, 
anyone who would like to make some fast money 
would do so. The reason legal definitions exist is so 
that laws may be fairly applied to all, and so that ex 
emptions from the law may be justified. But a reli 
gious group is a religious group merely because it 
claims to be a religious group. Religions exempt 
themselves from definition, aside from the definition 
of 'that which is tax exempt.' 

Because there is no legal definition for reli 
gion in Oregon, there is no way to determine if reli 
gious tax exemptions are being fairly applied. Some 
religious organizations may be tax exempt but not 
deservedly so, while other religious organizations 
may not be tax exempt and deserve tax exemption. 



There is no way to determine if religious tax exemp 
tions are being fairly granted to all applicants be 
cause there is no way to determine which applicant 
is 'being religious' and which is not. Whatever 'be 
ing religious' means, religious organizations are ex 
empt from paying taxes. This includes taxes related 
to their property, businesses, income, and dona 
tions. 

The justification offered for religious tax ex 
emption is similar to that of secular groups that qual 
ify for non-profit status (501 c3). Secular non-profit 
organizations earn their tax exempt status by provid 
ing services that might otherwise be provided by the 
state, such as housing or medical care. Since the 
state does not have to pay for these services, no 
taxes are gathered from organizations that offer 
such services. Since the perceived need for taxes 
is thereby reduced, secular non-profit organizations 
can justify their tax-exempt status. 

But there is an important difference between 
the tax-exempt status of secular organizations and 
the tax-exempt status of religious organizations. 
Secular non-profit organizations are held account 
able for their work. They must demonstrate that the 
service they provide is necessary, that they have 
provided that service, that the service they provided 
was taken advantage of, and that the cost of lost 
taxes is less than the benefit of the services provid 
ed. If a secular non-profit organization cannot 
demonstrate each of these characteristics, they do 
not retain their tax-exempt status. 

The standards that secular non-profit organi 
zations are held to makes them very different from 
religious tax-exempt organizations. Religious tax- 
exempt organizations are not held to these stan 
dards or to any other standard. A religious organi 
zation may deliver food to the hungry, offer shelter 
to the homeless and counseling to the troubled - or 
they may do none of these things - or it may do 
these things to a standard far outside accepted 
norms (such as offering "prayer" as a substitute for 



medical care or counseling). Religious groups are 
exempt from taxes whether or not they serve their 
community and lessen the tax burden. There is no 
legal obligation on a religious group's part to demon 
strate they have delivered food, shelter or other tan 
gible services; there is no legal obligation on a reli 
gious group's part to do anything to retain their tax- 
exempt status other than filing or re-filing the proper 
forms. It is not possible to measure measures how 
much religion Oregonians need, how much religion 
religious organizations provide, how many people 
take advantage of religion, whether one form of reli 
gion is more beneficial than any other, or whether or 
not religion is cost effective. While is it possible to 
state how many people claim religious affiliation, it is 
not possible to state what that means. It is not pos 
sible to determine if a two-year-old just as religious 
as their parent. It is not possible to legislate how of 
ten or in what way a group must be religious to qual 
ify for tax exempt status. Because there is no over 
sight to determine how much a religious group 
serves its community, there is no justification for tax 
exempt status for religious organizations in Oregon. 

Oregon law does not state what religion is. 
Oregon law is also not consistent in when individu 
als are exempt from legal punishment due to reli 
gion. Sometimes activities are forbidden by law irre 
gardless of religion, other times they are allowed if 
religion is said to be involved. In the case of Em 
ployment Division Department of Human 
Resources of Oregon vs. Smith it was deter 
mined that the state of Oregon is not compelled to 
allow the use of peyote [7]. Although peyote has 
been a part of Native American religions for cen 
turies, and although the plaintiffs were themselves 
Native Americans and were using peyote for what 
they claimed were religious reasons, the state 
Supreme Court determined they were not entitled to 
unemployment compensation after being fired due 
to using peyote. The legal injunction against peyote 
use trumped their religious claims. This is an exam 



pie of an activity being illegal whether or not it was 
'religious.' 

Conversely, Oregon law provides immunity to 
many charges if the crime occurred in as religion. 
These crimes have included homicide by abuse or 
neglect, first and second degree manslaughter, 
criminal mistreatment, requirements for children to 
wear a bicycle helmet, and nonsupport of children. 
Until recently, all of these crimes could be excused if 
the defendant claims they were committed religious 
ly [8]. 

All newborns in Oregon are given a drop of 
vitamin K by law, but parents can prevent their chil 
dren from receiving protection against spontaneous 
hemorrhaging for religious reasons. 

The Followers of Christ Church in Clackamas 
County took advantage of religious exemption for 
murder by allowing nearly eighty children to die 
since the 1950s from entirely treatable medical con 
ditions. In over half of these deaths, the state did 
not attempt to establish the cause of death, the 
record was lost or their deaths were listed as due to 
'natural causes.' Even when an Oregon medical ex 
aminer brought these deaths to the attention of the 
District Attorney's office, the prosecutor declined to 
file charges. In the words of Rita Swan, "a parent 
may be beating or torturing a child, but if he or she 
can show that the child was prayed for, criminal 
charges must be dismissed [9]." Oregon House Bill 
2494 ended criminal exemptions for parents who 
treat children only with prayer in 1999, but only after 
hearing opposing testimony by Oregon churches 
[10]. While child sacrifice is no longer legal in Ore 
gon, other criminal exemptions such as not requiring 
a religious child to wear a bicycle helmet remain 
[11]. These are a examples of an otherwise illegal 
activity being legal by calling it 'religious.' 

One of the larger (but not necessarily the 
largest) religious organization in Oregon is the Arch 
diocese of Portland. The Archdiocese of Portland is 
under the direct orders of the Roman Catholic 



Church, led by the Pope of Rome. In 1962, Pope 
John XXIII gave his approval to a document outlin 
ing the policy of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
event of child abuse by clergy. The policy was to 
keep child abuse by clergy secret and to transfer 
abusive priests to new parishes. The policy itself 
was to be kept secret but was revealed in 2003. 
The policy has never been retracted [12]; in fact, the 
current Pope stated in 2001 that the policy was still 
in effect [13]. One hundred and sixty nine victims of 
clerical child abuse have sued the Archdiocese of 
Portland for child abuse, and $53,000,000.00 (fifty 
three million dollars) have been assigned to settle 
ments so far. While the Archdiocese of Portland 
continues to file for and receive permission to delay 
paying its victims, it does have the funds to make 
building upgrades costing $1.6 million dollars [14]. 
The Archdiocese of Portland is estimated to own be 
tween $300,000,000 (three hundred million dollars) 
and $500,000,000 (five hundred million dollars) in 
property, none of which is taxed. It also owns spe 
cial-purpose funds, investment funds, and loan 
funds, none of which are taxed. In 2003 its revenue 
was no less than and perhaps greater than $8.2 mil 
lion, none of which was taxed [15]. The Archdio 
cese of Portland is only one out of 6,862 religious 
organizations claiming ORS 307.140 tax exemption 
in the state [16]. To quote the Oregonian, "The 
Catholic Church operates not by secular law, but by 
church law [17]." 

Religious organizations in Oregon are not 
compelled to follow the same standards of educa 
tion and employment as any other educator or em 
ployer in the state. Fundamental facts of nature 
which are part of the basic curriculum for any other 
school in the state may be omitted or deliberately 
misrepresented in religious schools. Any secular 
employer who hires and fires based on gender, eth 
nicity, sexuality, marital status or beliefs is subject to 
legal sanctions, but if the employer is religious they 
may hire and fire at will are protected by law in doing 



so. 

Non-profit organizations (both secular and 
religious) are forbidden from endorsing political can 
didates. But some religious tax-exempt groups want 
to have their cake and eat it too. The Sonrise 
Church of Hillsboro lost its tax exempt status after 
partisan campaigning on its property [18]. The 
Christian Coalition has published the same sort of 
voting guides that cost the Sonrise Church its tax 
exempt status [19]. The New Hope Community 
Church of Clackamas has held partisan campaign 
meetings on its property [20]. The campaign to 
elect George W. Bush solicited the support of hun 
dreds of religious organizations [21]. To further blur 
the line between state and faith, the House of Rep 
resentatives has initiated a bill that will merely fine 
religious organization that engage in partisan poli 
tics rather than revoke their tax exempt status [22]. 
Religious organizations can now avail themselves to 
federal funds through George W. Bush's 'faith based 
initiatives' law - but apparently this money is made 
available mainly to Christian organizations, as few 
other religious organizations that have applied have 
received such funds. 

In 1998 the Audits Division of the State of 
Oregon Department of Revenue conducted an audit 
of property tax exemptions. It determined that 
among religious organizations claiming tax exempt 
status under ORS 307.140, the sum of 
$2,010,492,000.00 (two billion, ten million, four hun 
dred and ninety-two thousand dollars) was lost in 
tax year 1995-1996 [23]. This figure represents only 
revenues lost from property taxes, and does not in 
elude other lost forms of revenues connected to em 
ployment, businesses, museums and other sources 
of income for religious organizations. The audit 
states that 41 of the 154 organizations audited that 
were granted tax exempt status did not even meet 
the minimal state standards for tax exempt status 
(whatever those might be). The audit does not 
specifically state how many of these organizations 



were tax exempt under ORS 307.140. but the fact status to religious organizations? The state deficit 
that one third of the organizations that claimed (and for fiscal year 2004 was between $950,000.00 and 
were granted) exemption totaling seventeen percent $1 ,267,000.00 (nine hundred and fifty million to one 
of $170.9 billion dollars in property taxes [24] were billion, two hundred and sixty seven thousand dol 
not qualified to do so suggests that Oregon religious lars) [29]. If religious organizations were taxed only 
tax exemption law is in dire need of supervision and for their property and only at half the rate of any oth 
revision [25]. Among other recommendations, the er organization, the state budget would be ail-but 
audit suggested that Oregon needs a clear definition balanced within a single year, 
of what a religion is to be able to fairly evaluate ap Being religious, the defining trait that has no 

plications for ORS 307.140 tax exempt status [26]. definition, is in the main an excuse to do as one 
This recommendation was not mentioned in the De pleases without consequence in Oregon. The ma 
partment of Revenue's reply [27] nor in a 1999 re jority of religious organizations in Oregon do not 
port on their progress in implementing 1998 audit abuse and sacrifice children. Instead, they do noth 
[28]. Religion continues to go undefined, but reli ing. Doing nothing and ruining children's lives 
gious tax exemption continues to be granted. should not be rewarded with tax exemption. 
At what cost does Oregon grant tax exempt 
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An Open Letter to Amnesty International 
Trevor Blake 



To: Amnesty International 
5 Penn Plaza - 14th floor 
New York NY 10001 

From: Trevor Blake 
P. 0. Box 2321 
Portland OR 97208 

December 25, 2005 

Dear Friends: 

I am proud to be a member of Amnesty Inter 
national. I have been a dues-paying member since 
2001 and was a supporter long before that. I never 
write enough letters of support to prisoners of con 
scious, but I do write them. I have written more let 
r-^ ters of support for religious prisoners of conscious 

(~ j than for any other group because I do not support 

I | the criminalization of belief. When a person is im 

II prisoned solely for their beliefs, they are unjustly im 

prisoned. I support Amnesty International because 
it supports all prisoners of conscious irregardless of 
their religious, artistic or political views. When we 
are free to debate our beliefs we have a chance of 
shedding those beliefs that are shown to be in error. 
When we attempt to legislate false or unpopular be 
liefs out of existence, we postpone any chance we 
have of coming closer to the truth or to resolving the 
sorts of challenges all societies face. 

It is admirable that Amnesty International will 
take stands supporting prisoners of conscious 
whose views are unpopular or even harmful; it is 
also admirable that Amnesty International will take 
stands supporting the fair trials of those who may in 
deed have committed terrible crimes. Amnesty In 
ternational has rightly spoken against the use of tor 



ture, imprisonment without trial or representation, 
extraordinary renditions and other war crimes of the 
George W. Bush administration. Amnesty Interna 
tional has rightly spoken against similar crimes com 
mitted by other governments. All of these stands 
were made at some risk to the organization, and at 
times Amnesty International has suffered for its 
stance. That Amnesty International is willing to 
stand up for what is just rather than what is merely 
expedient is why I maintain my membership. But 
there is one government that, in spite of its well-doc 
umented history of abuses, Amnesty International 
has yet to criticize. That government is Vatican City. 

This letter offers the documentation that Vati 
can City, by way of the Roman Catholic Church, has 
systematically sheltered child abusers for decades. 
Were these actions carried out by a secular govern 
ment, I have no doubt that Amnesty International 
would not hesitate to speak out against such a gov 
ernment. Were these actions carried out by an Is 
lamic government, I have no doubt that Amnesty In 
ternational would not hesitate to speak out against 
such a government (as has been the case in 'honor 
killings'). I suggest it is appropriate for Amnesty In 
ternational to issue a statement condemning the ac 
tions of Vatican City. Is Vatican City an appropriate 
subject for criticism by Amnesty International? Be 
cause Vatican City is a country, and because 
Amnesty International addresses criminal and im 
moral behavior in countries, the answer is yes. This 
open letter to Amnesty International will demon 
strate that Vatican City is a country, that Vatican City 
is responsible for systematic child abuse around the 
world, and that it is appropriate for Amnesty Interna 
tional to hold Vatican City accountable for this 
abuse. 

Vatican City is a country. Vatican City has 
formal relations (embassies, diplomats, etc.) with 
nearly two hundred other countries, is active in the 
European Union and the United Nations, issues 
coins and postage stamps, has its own top level In 



ternet domain (.va), and has a volunteer military. 
That Vatican City is governed by the Holy See - that 
is, the Roman Catholic Church - does not make 
Vatican City any less of a country. Iran and Saudi 
Arabia are no less countries due to their being Is 
lamic theocracies, Israel is no less a country for be 
ing a Jewish theocracy, and in the same way Vati 
can City is no less a country due to its being a 
Christian theocracy. 

Central to the argument that Amnesty Inter 
national should speak out against Vatican City is the 
document Crimine Solicitaciones. This docu 
ment was approved by the Bishop of Vatican City, 
Pope John XXIII, on 16 March 1962. It was ad 
dressed to "all patriarchs, archbishops, bishops and 
other diocesan ordinaries" - that is, it was sent to 
the majority of Roman Catholic leaders around the 
world. As a document prepared by the Vatican City 
government, approved by the Bishop of Vatican City 
and delivered to the majority of diplomats (clergy) 
for Vatican City in the world, it is proper to consider 
the Crimine Solicitaciones as the official policy 
of Vatican City. That the Crimine Solicita 
ciones is still the official policy of Vatican City has 
been confirmed as recently as 2001 by former Car 
dinal Jozeph Ratzinger. Cardinal Ratzinger is now 
known as His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, Bishop 
of Rome, Pope of the Roman Catholic Church and 
Vatican City. 

However, the Crimine Solicitaciones 
was not addressed to the general public. The docu 
ment states it is to be "diligently stored in the secret 
archives... as strictly confidential. Nor is it to be pub 
lished nor added to with any commentaries." The 
subject addressed in the Crimine Solicita 
ciones is also to be kept secret: "All these official 
communications shall always be made under the se 
cret of the Holy Office; and, since they concern the 
common good of the church to the greatest degree, 
the precept of doing these things obliges under seri 
ous sin [sub gravi]. [...] I promise sacredly, vow and 



swear, to observe inviolably the secret in all matters 
and details which will take place in exercising the 
aforesaid duty." 

I have established that Vatican City is a 
country, that it is governed by the Pope, that Pope 
John XXII established Crimine Solicitaciones in 
1962, that Crimine Solicitaciones was distribut 
ed to the diplomats of Vatican City, and that current 
Pope Benedict XVI confirmed that Crimine Solic 
itaciones is still in effect. But what is Crimine 
Solicitaciones? 

Crimine Solicitaciones states that clergy 
accused of child abuse should be moved to another 
parish and that the crime should be kept secret. 
That clergy who were accused of child abuse were 
moved to another parish and that the crime was kept 
secret is now known: successful lawsuits against the 
diplomats of Vatican City have offered convincing 
arguments that this occurred. But it is less widely 
known that these were not isolated incidents but in 
stead a systematic policy of Vatican City and its 
diplomats, and that this policy is still in place. The 
following are quotes from Crimine Solicita 
ciones, with my comments and emphasis in bold: 

Was Crimine Solicitaciones meant to 
be kept secret? "This text is to be diligently stored 
in the secret archives of the Curia as strictly confi 
dential. Nor is it to be published nor added to with 
any commentaries." 

What does Crimine Solicitaciones 
say is the worst crime? " [...] to have the worst 
crime, for the penal effects, one must do the equiva 
lent of the following: any obscene, external act, 
gravely sinful, perpetrated in any way by a cleric or 
attempted by him with youths of either sex or with 
brute animals [...]" 

Are clergy to remain silent about child 
abuse? What is the penalty if they do not? "Be 
cause, however, what is treated in these cases has 
to have a greater degree of care and observance so 



that those same matters be pursued in a most se 
cretive way, and after they have been defined and 
given over to execution, they are to be restrained by 
a perpetual silence [...] Each and everyone per 
taining to the tribunal in any way or admitted to 
knowledge of the matters because of their office, is 
to observe the strictest secret, which is commonly 
regarded as a secret of the Holy Office, in all mat 
ters and with all persons, under the penalty of ex 
communication latae sententiae [automatically], 
ipso facto [by the fact itself] and without any declara 
tion [of such penalty] having been incurred and re 
served to the sole person of the Supreme Pontiff [...] 
are bound to observe [this secrecy] inviolably. [...] All 
these official communications shall always be made 
under the secret of the Holy Office; and, since they 
concern the common good of the church to the 
greatest degree, the precept of doing these things 
obliges under serious sin." 

Are the abused to also remain silent? 
What is the penalty if they do not? "The oath of 
keeping the secret must be given in these cases 
also by the accusers or those denouncing the 
priest and the witnesses [...] And before he is dis 
missed, there should be presented to him, as above, 
an oath of observing the secret, threatening him, 
if there is a need, with an excommunication re 
served for the Ordinary or to the Holy See." 

Is the abused supposed to tell the truth? 
"In receiving the denunciations, this order is to be 
regularly observed: First, an oath to tell the truth 
while touching the Holy Gospels is to be given to the 
person making the denunciation." 

Is the clergy also supposed to tell the 
truth? "In every way, the judge [the bishop or his 
designate] is to remember that it is never right for 
him to bind the accused by an oath to tell the 
truth." 

What happens if the abused don't report 
the crime right away? "The faithful, however, who 



knowingly have disregarded the obligation to de Pope, as its head of state, is immune from civilian 

nounce the person by whom he was solicited, prosecution. Lawsuits in Tennessee, Kentucky and 

against the prescription of Canon 904, within a Texas all included accusations that the Pope of Vati 

month, falls into an excommunication reserved can City was responsible for sheltering child 

latae sententiae, not to be absolved unless after he abusers but have refused to hold Vatican City re 

has satisfied the obligation or has promised serious sponsible because of the 1976 Foreign Sovereign 



ly that he would do so." 

Should abusive clergy 
be moved to new parishes? 

"As often as, in the prudent 
judgment of the Ordinary, it 
seems necessary for [...] the 
prevention of scandal or repara 
tion for it, there should be 
added a prescription for a pro 
hibition of remaining in a cer 
tain place." 

Did the Pope of Vatican 
City know what he was ap 
proving? "Our Most Holy Fa 
ther, John XXIII, in an audience 
granted to the most eminent 
Cardinal Secretary of the Holy 
Office on March 16, 1962, 
deigned to approve and con 
firm this instruction, ordering 
upon those to whom it pertains 
to keep and observe it in the 
minutest detail." 

The Crimine Solicita 
ciones is unambiguous in its 
origin, intent and results. But 
Vatican City is not being held 
accountable for its policy of sys 
tematically sheltering child abuser for decades. 
Some abusers are being held accountable, some 
parishes are being held accountable, but in the Unit 
ed States there is no legal accountability for the 
source of these crimes, Vatican City. This is be 
cause Vatican City is a sovereign nation and the 




Immunities Act. Priests, bish 
ops and others have been 
granted diplomatic immunity 
and thus not held liable for their 
role in sheltering child abusers. 

The Holy See may, how 
ever, not be entirely immune 
from legal sanction for shelter 
ing child abusers. In December 
of 2005, attorney Jeffrey R. An 
derson served the Vatican legal 
notice that it has been implicat 
ed in the 1960s abuse of a boy 
by a priest in Portland, Oregon. 
Anderson spent US $40,000 to 
have the notice translated into 
Latin and spent three years 
working through Vatican chan 
nels to serve the notice, but the 
notice has been served. Ander 
son told the Portland newspa 
per The Oregonian: "I've 
never in 24 years of practice 
ever had the kind of obstruction, 
obfuscation, delays, difficulties, 
challenges and nonsense that 
I've encountered in trying to 
serve them." This is a legal 
case that Amnesty International can voice its sup 
port for. 

Amnesty International has a long and rightful 
ly proud history of criticizing governments that did 
not break their own laws but which clearly go 
against human decency. There are many countries 
in which torture is legal, but Amnesty International 



speaks out against them. There are many countries 
in which capital punishment is legal, but Amnesty In 
ternational speaks out against them. Vatican City is 
a country through which child abusers were system 
atically sheltered for decades by people given diplo 
matic immunity to do so. It is appropriate that 
Amnesty International should speak out against Vat 
ican City. 

I ask Amnesty International to do the following: 

• Ask Vatican City to admit that the Crimine 
Solicitaciones exists. 

• Ask Vatican City to admit that the Crimine 
Solicitaciones was the policy of Vatican 
City and its diplomats, the clergy of the Ro 
man Catholic Church. 

• Ask Vatican City whether the Crimine So 
licitaciones is the current policy of Vatican 
City and its diplomats, the clergy of the Ro 
man Catholic Church. 



• If the Crimine Solicitaciones is not the 
current policy of Vatican City and its diplo 
mats, the clergy of the Roman Catholic 
Church, ask Vatican City to provide evidence 
showing when the policy was changed or 
abandoned and what steps have been taken 
to change or abandon this policy. 

• If the Crimine Solicitaciones is the cur 
rent policy of Vatican City and its diplomats, 
the clergy of the Roman Catholic Church, 
ask Vatican City to immediately change or 
abandon this policy; to admit that Vatican 
City was responsible for the Crimine So 
licitaciones; that the Crimine Solicita 
ciones was responsible for decades of shel 
tering child abusers; and to commit to appro 
priate victim compensation in an expedient 
fashion. 

I look forward to your reply. 
- Trevor 



BBC: Crimine Solicitaciones 

http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1/hi/world/americas/3157859.stm 
USA Today: Vatican Enjoys Foreign Immunity in Abuse Case 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2005-10-07-vatican-protected_x. htm?csp=15 
National Catholic Reporter: Lawyers Target Holy See 

http://www. vaticanbankclaims. com/ncr. htm 
Peter Shadbolt: The Vatican's Big Secret 

http://www.paddydoyle. com/bigsecret.html 
Ashbell S. Green: Suit Reaches New Heights, The Vatican 

http://www. oregonlive. com/news/ oregonian/index. ssf?/base/news/1 134195983527 

40.xml&coll=7 
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P. W. Kaufman: Christ / Antichrist (detail). 
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by Trevor Blake 



Pedro Bericat: Untitled. 5" x 5" sealed plastic bag; stamps, collage, unidentified plastic substance. 
Pedro Bericat, Apartado 4033, 50080 Zaragoza SPAIN 

Boek 861 : Untitled. 16.5" x 11.25 poster; photocopy, rubber stamps, boek861.com Boek 861, Apartado 
861, 43080 Tarragona SPAIN. 

Carroll Brooks: River front. 6" x 4" photograph. Carroll Brooks, Dumpster School of Art, Peoria IL 
61612-3015 USA 

Casa De Cultura. Postcard. Besteiro 1, 06140-Talavera la Real, SPAIN 

Ryosuke Cohen: Brain Cell 617. 16.5' X 11" poster; rubber stamps, collage. Ryosuke Cohen, 3-76-1-A- 
613 Yagumokitacho, Moriguchi-City, Osaka 570 JAPAN 

CRITICAL THINKER September 2005. 11" x 8.5" magazine, www.unitedstatesatheists.com United 
States Atheists, 6514 SE Foster Road, Portland OR 97206-4662 USA 

DIG THIS REAL Issue 9. 4to magazine, 40 pages and compact disc. Renee Vivien, Sys Tris, 
Casaverde, Regina Spektor, Urinal Puck Ministries, Justin Tranter, Petra Haden, Clouds Forming Growns. 
[This issue of DIG THIS REAL includes an unsolicited and welcome half-page advertisement for OVO.] 
www.digthisreal.com Dig This Real, 244 Fifth Ave, #29037, New York NY 10001-7604 USA. 

Dennis Dread: Nidhstdng. 1997, ballpoint pen and colored pencil. Also, DESTROYING ANGELS 
Number 8. 11" x 8.5" magazine, 56 pages. Sean McGrath, Captain Harry Decoursey, Reuben Storey, Bill 
Skoulas, Nate Hudson, Ed Repka, Sean Smithson, Nor Prego, Dennis Dread, Trevor Blake. 
http://www.dennisdread.com/ Destroying Angels, P. O. Box 40667, Portland OR 97240-0667 USA. 

Piet Franzen: Antichrist. 8.25" x 11.75" poster; pencil, ink, rubber stamp, block print. Piet Franzen, 
Hogewoerd 77, 2311 HG Leiden HOLLAND 

Dan Howland: My Favorite Jesus Joke and design and layout for The Easter Challenge. 
http://dannysland.blogspot.com/ Dan Howland c/o Independent Publisher's Resource Center, 917 SW 
Oak, Portland OR 97205 USA. 

P. W. Kaufman: Christ / Antichrist. 12" x 8.5" collage: photocopy, rubber stamps. P. W. Kaufman, CH- 
8123, Ebmatingen, SWITZERLAND 



Kult ov Azazel: The World, The Flesh and The Devil. Compact Disc. "The World Full of Violence / 
As Temples Burn / An Eternity with Satan / Compelled to Die / The Glorification of Evil / Trampling the 
Cross / Blood, Death & Damnation / The Calling Forth / Bloodstained Path to Victory." 
www.kultovazazel.com Kult ov Azazel, P. 0. Box 23308, Fort Lauderdale FL 33307 USA 

Lex Loeb: Untitled. Misc. mail art. Lex Loeb, P. 0. Box 6056, Portland OR 97228-6056 USA 

C. Z. Lovecraft: Untitled. Mail art misc. C. Z. Lovecraft, 2018 Cranworth Circle, San Jose CA 95121- 
1422 USA 

Solamito Luigino: Untitled. 8.25" x 11.75" posters; computer graphics, rubber stamps. Solamito Luigino, 
via Cavour 44, 18039 Ventimiglia ITALY 

Ruggero Maggi: Untitled. 6" x 4" postcard; collage, www.ruggeromaggi.it Ruggero Maggi, C.so 
Sempione 67, 20149 Milano ITALY 

Willi R. Melnikov: Untitled. Misc. mail art. 18-88, Kuhmisterova ul., 109388 Moscow RUSSIA 

MORBID CURIOSITY. Postcard. Morbid Curiosity, P. 0. Box 12308, San Francisco CA 94112 USA 

Madison Morrison: Untitled. 11.5" x 8.5" poster. Madison Morrison, P. 0. Box 22-106, Taipei TAIWAN 

Keiichi Nakamuri: Untitled. 5.75" x 4" postcard; rubber stamps. Keiichi Nakamuri, 1-18-7-402 
Kamiochiai, Shinjuku-ku Tokyo, 161-0034 JAPAN. 

No Institute: Untitled. Mail art misc. No Institute, Jurgen 0. Olbrich, Niederfeldstr. 35, D-34128 Kassell 
GERMANY 

Clemente Padin: Untitled. 4" x 6" postcard; rubber stamps, collage, ink. Also: Poems to Eye, 
Selections 1972-2000. 8.5" x 5.5" book. Clemente Padin, Casilia C, Central 1211, Montevideo 
URUGUAY 

Jacques Pettee: Geeks of Dubious Sexuality. Compact Disc. Jacques Pettee, 402 W. North, 
Dodgeville Wl 53533 USA 

Liliana Rusu: Untitled. 3.5" x 5" collage. OP 1 Ghiseva, CP 107, Bistrita BN ROMANIA. 

Giovanni StraDADA: Untitled. 11" x 8" posters; photocopy, rubber stamps, water color. Giovanni 
StraDADA, CP 271, 48100 Ravenna ITALY 

Ashley Scott: Untitled. 6" x 4" photograph. Ashley Scott, P. 0. Box 1375, Olive Hill KY 41146 USA. 



Sonic Supper. Postcard. "Music for your telephone." 718-303-9553sonicsupper.org 379 Ovington Ave. 
#1, Brooklyn NY 11209 USA 

TAM: Religious Truths. 16" x 11.5" poster; ink, rubber stamps. "Catholicism: if shit happens, you 
deserved it. / Aboriginal: I dreamed of shit happening." TAM Publications, P. 0. Box 10388, 5000 JJ 
Tilburg NETHERLANDS 

Simon Warren: The Simon Warren Journal Project: A View of Our Time 17 7 05. 11" x 8.25" 
poster; ink. "0145 cold eats into one by the pillar box while the moon is high above the southwest in a 
starry sky painting night the deep blue tones in which the orange lamps offset the effect." Simon Warren, 
60A Akeman Street, Tring HP23 6AN UNITED KINGDOM 

Peter Lamborn Wilson: Draft of some Christian Poems. Autonomedia, P. 0. Box 568 Williamsburg 
Station, Brooklyn NY 11211-0568 USA. Also, Rain Queer. Boulder: Farfalla Press / McMillan & Parrish, 
2005. 16mo, unpaginated. "Pines dripping with incessant rain / nobody else around for miles and miles / 
yes that's us under the bridge / there's no democracy / in the realm of remove viewing" Farfalla Press / 
McMillan & Parrish, P. 0. Box 4136, Boulder CO 80306 USA. 
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Resources 
by Trevor Blake 

http ://www. ovo 1 27. com/ 

http://del.icio.us/box2321/ 

http://www.myspace.com/trevorblake/ 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/ovo127/pool/ 

Trevor Blake / P. 0. Box 2321 / Portland OR 97208-2321 USA 

The following resources may or may not be pleased to be mentioned in OVO Antichrist. 



Books: 

Baggini, Julian: Atheism, A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press 2003. 

Sam Harris: The End of Faith. New York: W. W. Norton and Company 2004. 

McKinsey, C Dennis: The Encyclopedia of Biblical Errancy. Amherst: Prometheus Books 1995. 



Internet: 

Americans United 

Bobo's World 

Church of Satan 

Counsel for Secular Humanism 

Freedom from Religion Foundation 

God is for Suckers 

Internet Infidels 

Jesus Never Existed 

Mormonism for Dummies 

Positive Atheism 

Quotes.Watchtower.Ca 

Raving Atheist 

Rejection of Pascal's Wager 

Skeptic's Annotated Bible 

Sub-Genius Foundation 

Talk Origins Archive 

Unbound Bible 



http://www.au.org/ 

http://heartlandvalues.blogspot.com/ 

http://churchofsatan.com/ 

http://www.secularhumanism.org/ 

http://ffrf.org/ 

http://gods4suckers.net/ 

http://www.infidels.org/ 

http://www.jesusneverexisted.com/ 

http://nowscape.com/mormons1.htm 

http://www.positiveatheism.org/ 

http://quotes.watchtower.ca/ 

http://ravingatheist.com/ 

http://www.geocities.com/paulntobin/ 

http://www.skepticsannotatedbible.com/ 

http://www.subgenius.com/ 

http://www.talkorigins.org/ 

http://unbound.biola.edu/ 
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h tip ://www. ovo 1 27. com/ 
"At every turn in its thought, 
society will find us - waiting." 

OVO 1 1987: art brut, tape fragmentation, underground european experimental music, first appearance in 

print of the phrase "phone tag," Garry Reith, collage art, copy art. 
OVO 2 July 1987: Ernest Mann Becoming More Free, Hakim Bey (first publication of Salon 

Apocalypse Secret Theater), tENTATIVELY, a CONVENIENCE Mike Film, body art, copy art, 

collage art and graffiti stencil art. 

OVO 3 November 1987: copy art, BBS, surrealism, Neoism, Lunalogue by Cunnichant Night Owl. 
OVO 4 May 1988: color photocopy collage, copy art, posters, stickers, postcards, carved rubber stamp. 
OVO 5 November 1988: Toronto Anarchist Gathering, nadzrealizem versus anarhizm, stencil art, 
Grey Area. 
OVO 6 was never produced. 

OVO 7 INFORMATION October 1989: dreamachines, copyrights, Mike Gunderloy, Kerry Wendell 
Thornley, tENTATIVELY, a CONVENIENCE, Walter Alter, Hakim Bey, Liberating Wednesday by PM. 

OVO 8 March 1991 : Review of Mark Mothersbaugh's My Struggle, Commodore 64 graphics and fonts. 

OVO 9 May 1991: Pagan Kennedy, Men in Black, Dreamachines, fascist/anti-fascist art. 

OVO 10 MAYHEM July 1991 : Commodore 64, Stuart Swezey, Zodiac Cypher Explained, true crime, Mike 
Diana, Hakim Bey. 

OVO 11 CONTROL September 1991: Hakim Bey, The Real Reason for Gun Ownership, eating 

disorders, V. Vale, Christian terrorism. 
OVO 12 SCIENCE November 1991 : Feral Faun, tENTATIVELY, a CONVENIENCE, the Anarchist 

Cookbook discredited, Silent Weapons for Quiet Wars, Doc Savage, Walter Alter, alien abduction. 
OVO 13 TRAVEL January 1992: Car crashes, Psychotopography of Disneyland, astral convention. 
OVO 14 SUFFERING March 1992. 

OVO 15 SPERM February 2005: Ashley 8, Chris Cilia, Willi R. Melnikov, Mike Diana. DNA, XYY, mind 
control via sperm. 

OVO 16 ANTICHRIST January 2006: The withering away of Christianity through reason and scorn. 
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